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Each September people of faith around 

the globe join together in a time of 

prayer, worship, lament, and advocacy 

for Creation. Guided by the work of 

the World Council of Churches, 

religious leaders and faith communities, 

the month-long celebration begins on 

September 1 with a Day of Prayer for 

Creation and ends on October 4, the 

Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, the 

patron saint of ecology beloved by 

many Christian denominations. 

At FCC Morehead we’ll mark the first 

Sunday in September with a celebration 

of forests, with a focus on the Daniel 

Boone National Forest in which many 

of us live as well as the roles forests play around the world. Each week we’ll be 

encouraged to consider the ways in which our spirituality is linked to Creation. You 

may want to take a hike on the 

Wildlife Trail at Cave Run Lake which 

is a focus project of FCC’s Creation 

Care team.  September is a perfect 

time to explore the beauty of this 

little corner of the world! 

For the final Sunday in the Season of 

Creation, September 24, River 

Sunday, we will gather for Worship in 

the Park at the back shelter in 

Morehead City Park. Bring a sack 

lunch (and a lawn chair if you like), for 

this favorite worship experience. 

FCC Celebrates Season of Creation 
SEPTEMBER FOCUS ON CREATION CARE AND SPIRITUALITY 

“Future generations will never forgive us 

if we miss the opportunity to protect our 

common home. We have inherited a 

garden; we must not leave a desert for 

our children.” 

Joint statement from Pope Francis, the Ecumenical 

Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Justin 

Welby of Canterbury.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/fccmorehead/
mailto:fccmky@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139711677@N02/albums
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During these times of social turmoil, climate change, and concern for our imperiled 

planet, we each may long for places of safe harbor and circles of trust. Especially, we may 

long for acceptance, where we can be heard for who we are, how we feel, and what 

concerns us. Would it not be valuable to come together on occasion with a few caring 

others devoted to practicing deep listening, shared empathy and trusting companionship? 

Roy Reynolds—retired minister (Unitarian Universalist) and member of Morehead First 

Christian Church—led a companioning circle in Dunwoody, GA, for five years. And he 

gladly offers to lead a companioning circle in our church community for a small group: no 

more than six people. The Companioning Circle© grew out of principles and practices of 

pastoral care and grief counselling developed by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, PhD. His approach to 

companioning the bereaved abides by adhering to eleven tenets. In a Companioning Circle participants agree to uphold 

these qualities of presence: 

Being present to another person’s pain 

Going to the wilderness of the soul 

Honoring the spirit 

Listening with the heart 

Bearing witness to the struggles of others 

 

If you would like a copy of the Tenets of Companioning, please send your request to Roy Reynolds at 

royreyn@gmail.com. He anticipates initiating a Companioning Circle for FCC Morehead this fall 2023. Please contact 

the church to sign up at email fccmky@gmail.com or phone (606) 784-4836 (answering machine picks up after 4 rings). 

 

Creating Heart Space in These Turbulent Times 
REV. ROY REYNOLDS 
 

Walking alongside 

Discovering the gifts of sacred silence 

Being still 

Respecting disorder and confusion 

Learning from others 

Curiosity 

Creation Care 
MARK ETHERTON 

Clay from the Heart of It by Jesse Stuart 
  

This is the land where wild persimmon  grow;   

It is the land of papaws, spruce, and phlox.   

This the land where bloodroot blossoms blow              

In early spring beside the lichen rocks.    

This is the land where oak and ash and beech   

Leaf early to the skyblue winds of April,   

Where poplar trees grow to the low cloud’s reach;    

This is the land of deep ravine and hill.  

This is my land and I am part of it,   

Akin to everything hereon that grows; 

I think I’m clay from the heart of it.  

My blood its rivers, my breath its wind that blows. . . 

A cloud of green now hides its rocky scars.    

It sleeps beneath Kentucky sun and stars. 

  

 

 

This poem by Jesse Stuart speaks so much about the  

centrality of creation in all its various modes in the place 

that is our neighborhood, our Kentucky. To Stuart,    

creation is not just a place that we enjoy, that we walk 

among, that we breathe, it is a part of us, and we are a 

part of it. Stuart harkens back to the book of Genesis 

with God’s creation of man from clay when Stuart writes, 

“I’m clay from the heart of it.” We are oak and beech 

and ash and poplar and wild persimmons and wind and 

stars. When we walk with creation and are mindful of it 

and take steps to be good stewards of it, we are doing 

God’s work and ultimately are taking care of ourselves. 

mailto:royreyn@gmail.com
fccmky@gmail.com
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Charitable Gift Annuity 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDATION—HELPING DISCIPLES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Jay and Mona Stevenson of New Franklin, Missouri, have 

discovered the joy of giving through charitable gift annuities. 

During these unstable times of the stock market, a charitable gift 

annuity provides predictable and stable payment streams to 

donors, while ultimately benefitting favorite church and 

charitable causes. While the Stevensons motivation has been to 

move money to ministry, they also sought out favorable tax 

treatments, stable payments, and competitive gift annuity rates. 

After speaking with their financial adviser, she agreed that 

charitable gift annuities are a good option for Mona and Jay. The 

Stevensons started replacing municipal bond interest with gift 

annuity payments which increase their monthly cash flow. Each 

year Jay and Mona choose to continue funding charitable gift 

annuities to take advantage of gift annuity rates, which generally 

increase with age. They plan to continue funding more gift annuities into their 70s and perhaps longer, knowing that 

eventually the remainder of the annuities will help ministries that are important to them.  

“We have chosen several ministries to receive the benefit of our annuities,” stated Jay. “Some of our annuities will go to 

three separate church funds:  Our church, First Christian Church Fayette MO, has an endowment fund which enhances 

its operations and outreach.”  Jay encouraged the church to start an offering endowment fund directly with the 

Christian Church Foundation.  “Recently we mourned the passing of a dear friend, Cathy Barton,” Jay continued.  “We 

helped First Christian Church, Boonville, MO start a music scholarship fund in her honor.”  And, to honor the minister 

that performed their wedding ceremony, one of the annuities will benefit the Samuel A. Nickols International Fund held 

at the Christian Church Foundation. 

In addition to these Disciple-related causes, Jay and Mona chose to benefit the Kay Jewell Scholarship Fund at the 

Oklahoma Community Foundation. “Tom and Kay Jewell have been dear friends of ours for many years,” says Mona. 

“We want to honor Kay with a contribution to her scholarship fund.” 

Jay and Mona have discovered the joy of giving while gaining the satisfaction of stable payment streams. Perhaps you can, 

too!   

If you are interested in a tax deduction and receiving payments for life while also leaving a gift to charity, a Charitable 

Gift Annuity may be the right choice for you. Contact Randy Johnson, our Christian Church Foundation zone 

representative, for a free charitable gift annuity proposal. rjohnson@ccf.disciples.org or at (800) 668-8016.  

The calling of the Christian Church Foundation of the Disciples of Christ is to invest resources and manage gifts to leave a lasting 

legacy of change for good in this world. In the words of CCF President Gary Kidwell, “Our purpose is to make distributions that 

produce dollars for ministry. Moving money to mission – that’s what we do.”  

Mona and Jay Stevenson,  
Members of First Christian Church, Fayette, Missouri 

mailto:rjohnson@ccf.disciples.org
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TREASURER’S REPORT—AUGUST 

General gifts and income $ 7,432.84  

Expenses $ 9,883.01  
 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards 
SUPPORT FCC SNACK BACKPACK PROGRAM 

To designate FCC as your Kroger Rewards charity, follow this link.  

Sign up is easy; follow these simple steps. 

1. Sign in to your digital Kroger account. 

2. Search for First Christian Church - Morehead here. 

3. Select First Christian Church - Morehead from the list and 

click "Save." 

THANK YOU 

I want to thank everyone for your 

welcoming words as I join this wonderful 

congregation. It’s clear this is a church that 

loves our Lord and each other.  

I’m humbled to join.        

      -Noel Earl (New member July 17) 

FCC Family, 

Thank you for each and every expression of 

sympathy and support after the death of my 

Dad, Billy “Joe” Eldridge/FIL/Papaw. We 

certainly appreciate the joint-coordination 

of the after funeral meal—it helped make a 

very difficult day a bit easier.    Much love,  

      -Phillip, Carmen, Olivia & Graham Swim 

OUR 

HELPERS 

WORK ON 

PROBLEMS 

BIG & 

SMALL 

Thank you, 

Jack              

Whidden!  

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good, and acceptable and complete.  

        —Romans 12:2 

“Since COVID…”  

This seems to be the common thread in many conversations nowadays. “We used to do this, but, since COVID…” 

Whether it’s how we shop for our groceries, the gatherings we attend (or not), the places we frequent, the ways in 

which we interact with one another, almost every part of our lives have been impacted by the pandemic. And how we 

do church together is no exception. 

This past spring several elders and I attended (virtually) a series of Thriving Together workshops sponsored by Lexington 

Theological Seminary, on the topic of “The Church after the Pandemic.” In conversations sparked by these workshops, 

we considered our own congregational context. In recent years FCC Morehead weathered the COVID-19 pandemic, 

multiple ministerial changeovers, and many transitions in lay leadership. And individuals in the congregation have gone 

through many changes, too. We’re inviting the congregation, both members and friends, to a series of intentional 

conversations designed to listen, discern, and move forward as a church. In the sessions you can expect for the group 

to 

• practice listening deeply and carefully to one another, 

• name the changes we've experienced together and individually which affect our church community, 

• ask questions which open up opportunities for exploration and discovery, 

• reflect theologically together, 

• discern the next most faithful step(s) for us as a congregation. 

The sessions are open to those who are currently in leadership or serving in ministry areas to attend as well as folks 

who are still learning what our congregation is all about. Broad participation is the key. The dates, times, locations, and 

frequency of these gatherings are yet to be determined. Look for information on the first session soon.  

I hope you’ll consider being a part of these conversations.  

We need your voice as we listen for the Spirit’s leading.  

Notes from Pastor Nancy 
 REV. NANCY GOWLER 

Katie Webb Maura McCoy Logan Smalley Mason Pack 

Welcome Back MSU Choir Interns! 
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History Corner 
HISTORY OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF MOREHEAD — ANNE BUCKNER 

Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) over the years — Do you see any familiar faces? 

 

 

(l to r) Peggie Reynolds, Aileen Richards, 

Kathryn Caudill, Mabel Reynolds,          

Pearl Patton, Irene Botts, May Williams 

 (l to r) Ellen Hudgins, Maxine Anglin,          

Lurlene Alfrey, Peggie Reynolds 

Betty Walke (left) and                       

Mary Evelyn Teater 

(l to r) Barbara Tackett, Lola Belle Blair, Eva Johnston, 

Betty Hall 

Mrs. Warren (Ruth) Lappin (left) & Pearl Patton  

Our own Liz Ash, FCC Board secretary, has been honored at MSU  Congratulations on this      

well-deserved honor. 

Dr. Elizabeth “Liz” Ash is a two-time graduate of Morehead State. Employed with MSU since 

2009, she is an instructor of health and wellness in the Department of Kinesiology, Health, 

and Imaging Sciences (KHIS). At MSU, Ash has served on various committees, including 

Undergraduate Curriculum, College of Science Honors Day, General Education Proposal, and 

Faculty Advisory Committee. She has dedicated 13 

years as the faculty sponsor of Eta Sigma Gamma, the 

National Health Education honorary, and has 

recently worked to develop the Kinesiology & Health Club. Ash has also been 

active in the Eagle Scholars Program since its founding in 2011 and has 

represented her department, college, and MSU by actively participating in 

various events and conferences.  

The award was presented at MSU’s Fall Convocation ceremony on    

Wednesday, Aug. 9. Congratulations, Liz! 

MSU Distinguished Faculty Service Award 
DR. ELIZABETH ASH 
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 Yard Sale Donations 
 COLLECTION BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10 

Your gently pre-loved goods can help support our 

Snack Backpack program. 

The FCC Yard Sale will be Saturday, September 16th,  

in conjunction with the downtown Morehead Arts & 

Craft Market. The yard sale will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

We will accept clean, new, and gently used items.  

We will NOT be accepting clothing or fabric for this 

sale. Please attach a suggested price to each of your 

items.  

Items may be brought to the church building 

Sept. 10th (before and after worship) 

Sept. 11th-14th,  8:30—1:00pm 

Sept. 15th, 11am—2pm 

If you need assistance with getting items to church, call 

Jeff Brown at (606)776-0576 to arrange pickup. 

Next Outreach Meeting is Wednesday, October 4th  

at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.   


