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FCC in Conversation 
What does it mean to be a thriving congregation? 

What is God’s dream for us in this time and place? 

How can we be a faith community which nurtures the 

flourishing of individuals, our community, and Creation? 

Using the Lily Foundation funded research of Erin 

Cash and Kory Wilcoxson in their new book, 

Thriving Church, in October we’re beginning a 

season of deep listening, dreaming and 

conversation. Their book introduces common 

themes found in over 20 vibrant and varied 

churches.  We’ll dig into Scripture, listen to real-

life stories, and gain insight into being a thriving 

church in today’s world.  

In a recent interview, the authors were asked, 

“What do you hope readers will take away from your book?  

Erin: I hope readers take away from Thriving Church the possibilities awaiting 

their congregations. Our aim was never to offer a prescription for thriving. 

Our goal was to tell the stories of churches who refuse to accept the 

narrative that the church cannot be relevant now so that churches could 

begin to see themselves in those stories. 

Kory: I hope they take away a vision for their church that energizes them to 

look forward instead of backwards. I want them to see themselves in at least 

one of the stories we tell and to dream about how they can live out one or 

more of these traits in new and life-giving ways. And I want them to know it’s 

possible to honor the past without being shackled by it. That is the subtext of 

a lot of the stories we tell. 

The conversations begin in October, and we need everyone’s voice, whether you're 

a longtime member or just curious. What will it look like for FCC Morehead to lean 

into God’s dream for us? Let’s grow together in faith, purpose, and community on 

the journey as a thriving church following the ways of Jesus. Your voice matters. 

Your presence makes a difference. 

Copies of the book are available for $16 in the church office. An eBook version is 

available through the Rowan County Public Library Hoopla app. 

https://www.facebook.com/fccmorehead/
mailto:fccmky@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139711677@N02/albums
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The Creation Care team hosted a Garden Party dinner after worship on September 7.  Delicious dishes made with 

produce from local gardens were served.  A love offering was taken to purchase more sustainable dishes and cutlery 

for future dinners. 
 

On September 14, Debbie Howes presented a program on native pollinators and flowers, and bee house construction. 

She also noted all that is needed in a pollinator garden, surveyed our garden and was pleased with our assortment of 

flora and the critters it is attracting.  Seventeen church members attended the fun and informational program that 

included a pizza lunch.  Janelle Hare announced a grant for $250 from Thrivent has been received for use in the 

pollinator garden. 
 

A Boat Gunnel trail workday is scheduled for Saturday, October 4 from 10 – 11:30 am.  Weed 

eating and other trail maintenance will take place. Volunteers are welcome to join the team for this 

fall project. 
 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 8 at 5:00 pm in the Felllowship Hall.  All 

are welcome to attend. 

Pictures from the Kentucky Bees and Their Native Plants workshop on September 14. 

Creation Care 



 3 

 

Wild Church Gathering 
RODBURN HOLLOW PARK—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 @4PM 

As the colors of fall dot the hillsides, what are you noticing 

in the world around you? What changes do you see? How 

is Creation preparing for the changing seasons?  

In response to the shortening of the daylight hours, we’re 

shifting our Wild Church gathering time on Sunday, 

October 19, to 4pm. Whether you feel called to wander 

the park in a spirit of holy curiosity or prefer to remain in 

the circle with quiet intention, you are welcome. Wild 

Church is not about doing—it’s about being. It’s about 

showing up with open hearts and listening deeply to the 

sacred wisdom woven into the land, the sky, and the 

creatures who share this space with us. 

We gather near the back picnic shelter at Rodburn Hollow 

Park. Look for the Wild Church sign, and come as you are. 

Together, we are learning to find our place in God’s grand 

Creation, one season at a time.  

Peace Pole Initiative 
BOARD APPROVES INSTALLATION OF PEACE POLE IN LABYRINTH GARDEN. 

In its September meeting the church board approved a 

proposal to purchase and install a Peace Pole in the 

Labyrinth Garden. Peace Poles share the message of peace, 

“May Peace Prevail on Earth,” in the languages of the world.  

Peace Poles have become a global symbol of hope, planted in 

over 200,000 communities on every continent—from city 

parks and schools to places of worship, businesses, and 

private gardens—uniting people everywhere in a shared 

commitment to peace.   

Our chosen Peace Pole design will feature the message, 

“May Peace Prevail on Earth” in eight languages and in 

Braille. The Peace Pole will stand as a connection with 

communities around the world who have also planted them 

in the spirit of peace. In troubled times it can serve as a 

public gathering place for people to come together and pray 

for peace and healing in our world. 

To learn more about the Peace Pole Project and to see a 

map of Peace Pole locations around the world visit 

worldpeace.org. 
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Zane Lunsford and Ellie Williams were recently named  

to the Rowan County Senior High Homecoming Court.   

This picture was taken during Spirit Day. 

Registration for Disciples HELM’s Youth Leadership 

Symposium — a six-month experience that nurtures high 

school students is now open for its January 2026 cohort. 

Through interactive workshops and community-building, 

participants will deepen their faith, grow in confidence, and 

explore what it means to lead in church and community. 

The program culminates with a ministry-driven project 

designed to benefit their home congregation or local 

community. To learn more, visit leadershipsymposiums.org. 

leadershipsymposiums.org
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SEPTEMBER 28—OCTOBER 5, 2025 

Undie Sundays ran throughout the month of September.  Over 275 

pairs of underwear were donated!  Thank you for your generosity. 

During October, we will be collecting hoodies for high school 

students.  Pull over styles are requested, so please do not donate 

hoodies with zippers. 

We are working with the minister of A Gathering Place to secure a 

blessing box and materials to install it beneath the tulip tree in our 

labyrinth garden. 

Work is gearing up for the Thanksgiving and Holiday Outreach 

projects.  We will be assisting 48 children and 12 families this 

Christmas. In addition, our support of 10 elderly persons from the 

community will continue. More information will be coming in the next few weeks. 

The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be Sunday, November 2 right after church.  If you need any 

information before then, please contact Ronetta or Jeff Brown.   

The Disciples of Christ Reconciliation Ministry Special 

Offering is received each year in congregations on the last 

Sunday in September and the first Sunday in October. Half of 

each gift remains in the region from which it is given. 

Funds collected in this special emphasis are used throughout 

the year to provide education, programming and service 

through grants to: 

 General Ministries working across the whole church to 

move beyond brokenness; 

 To congregations, camps, and conferences that are 

actively developing and implementing programs that 

dismantle racism and build beloved community. 

Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry strengthen our Church’s 

witness to God’s unending love for all of humanity.  With 

your generosity, leaders, communities, and our congregations 

are being equipped to witness to God’s love and justice in all 

times and in every season.  The time is always ripe to stand 

up for justice to ensure that all of God’s children are treated 

equitably. Thank you for being an ambassador for 

reconciliation through your generosity. 
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Community Rewards 
 

To designate FCC as your Kroger Rewards 

charity, follow this link.  

Sign up is easy; follow these simple steps. 

1. Sign in to your digital Kroger account. 

2. Search for First Christian Church - 

Morehead here. 

3. Select First Christian Church - 

Morehead from the list and click "Save." 

GIVING NEWS 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

FOR OCTOBER 2025 
 

General gifts and income $9,064.10 

Expenses $11,966.23 

  

DESIGNATED GIFTS 
  

MACK FUND 

 Undesignated 

 Joe Barrett 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Liturgists, Greeters, and Communion servers needed. Lead 

worshipers in prayers and readings, welcome folks as they enter 

the sanctuary, or offer communion elements during the service.  

A sign-up sheet is located near the stone chalice in the sanctuary, 

or you can contact the church office to add your name.  

For questions or more information, see FCC worship chair,  

Genny Jenkins or Pastor Nancy. 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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