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Spring Yard sale for snack backpacks was a HUGE success!  

Our yard sale brought in $953.50 for our snack backpack program. Thanks to everyone 

who supported the yardsale in any way, whether it was donating items, helping with 

setup, working the day of the sale, or purchasing items. Items that did not sell are being 

stored for a possible fall yard sale. Keep us in mind as you are cleaning things out this summer. We canõt take clothing, 

but itõs good to have a wide variety of other items. 

Reminder to bring Gateway items  

Please remember to bring your Gateway Housewarming Basket items in each month. We depend on you to be sure 

your items are here, and if they are not, it means our basket is missing those items that month.  Gateway needs 

everything on the list to help new families set up a home after their time at the Homeless Shelter. They appreciate all 

we do and truly count on our support. 

Kroger Rewards  

Our check from Kroger Rewards, which supports our snack backpack program, was $148.01 for November - February. 

Thanks to the 36 families who have linked their Kroger cards to FCC Morehead.  

Next meeting/membership  

The Outreach Committee always welcomes new members. If you are interested in helping with the work of this 

committee, you may contact Jeff or Ronetta Brown, or plan to attend our next meeting, scheduled for Wednesday,  

May 10th at 6:00PM in the church Fellowship Hall. 

Outreach Update 
RONETTA & JEFF BROWN 

Summer camps  

with the  
 

KY Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) 
 

explore your faithé 

make long -lasting friendsé 

and so much moreé 

in the beauty of Camp Wakonda -ho 

Camp opportunities for 

Kindergarten through 12th 

grade. 

 
For camp dates, registration 

materials, and more scan the 

QR code below. 
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Honoring Our Graduates 
MAY 2023 

 

Creation Care 
FIRST TRAIL WORK PARTY OF 2023 FOCUSES ON EXTENDING  TRAIL LOOP AT CAVE RUN LAKE 

Jon Jenkins 

Morehead State University, Double Major in Computer Science and Philosophy, May 2023 

Parents: Genny and Greg Jenkins 

Future plan: Software Engineer for Rajant Corporation 

Interests: Gaming, cooking 

Comments: I will be married to Kennealy Roberts in June 2023.  

Keyairah Bailey  

Rowan County Senior High School, Diploma, May 2023 

Grandparent: Jackie Bailey 

Future plan: Morehead State University 

Interests: Civil Engineering 

 

Silas Thomas  

Morehead State University, Bachelor of Science, May 2023 

Future plan: Math tutoring 

Interests: Dungeons & Dragons 

Elizabeth Lee Pepper  

Hardin County High School, Elizabethtown, KY, May 2023 

Grandparents: Dianna and Ron Walke 

Future plan: University of Louisville Speed School of Engineering, Honors Program 

Interests: Robotics, environmental engineering, and everything else 

 

In 2022 FCCõs Creation Care team accepted a challenge to help restore and maintain a one-mile loop wildlife trail at 

Boat Gunnel Group Campsite at Cave Run Lake. With Lucy Pryorõs help and guidance, volunteers have restored much 

of the trail. The path leads hikers to lake views, several bridge crossings, and a small pond. Birdwatchers and wildflower 

lovers will find much to see along the trail. The photos below are from our April 29th work party. 

Our Creation Care team will meet again on Zoom, Wednesday, May 10, at 6:30PM. To learn more about FCCõs 

Creation Care ministries and how you can get involved, contact Mark Etherton or the church office. 
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TREASURERõS REPORTñAPRIL 

General gifts and income $9,444.50 

Expenses $12,049.90 

Black Gospel Ensemble $235.00        

 

hƴ CŜōΦ рΣ нлно ǿŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ /ŀǘƘȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ /ŀǘƘȅΗ 

.%7 -%-"%2 

https://ga.disciples.org/
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Notes from Pastor Nancy 
REV. NANCY GOWLER 

The insistence of God is the chance that God can happen anywhere. 

  ñJohn D. Caputo 

ôLet us hope it worksõ (Halway Sheyaamod)  

exclaimed God as he created the world,  

and this hope, which has accompanied the subsequent history of the world and humankind,  

has emphasized right from the outset that this history is branded with the mark of radical uncertainty. 

ñJohn D. Caputo, (quoting a Talmudic story cited by Andreõ Neher,  

translated from the French by Ilya Prigogine and Isabelle Stengers) 
 

It is easy to despair these days, with countless stories of climate disasters, horrific mass shootings and senseless gun 

violence, legislators passing unjust laws targeting LGBTQ+ individuals, seemingly endless wars, and so much more. The 

problems of our world appear insurmountable. We cannot even imagine a world in which we might garner the amount of 

collective will needed to change systems and social patterns which are deeply embedded in our culture. Hopelessness 

seems to be the only choice. 

But we are followers of Jesus, resurrection peopleñour story is one, not of despair, but of hope. What can we do to 

create hope in our own lives and in our communities? 

I listen to The Science of Happiness podcast with Dacher Keltner, a professor of psychology at the University of California, 

Berkeley. The theme for recent episodes has been òClimate, Hope and Science.ó In the latest episode they interview 

Charlotte Van Oyen-Witvliet, a clinical psychologist at Hope College in Holland, Michigan, who describes her research on 

hopefulness. The show also shared a hopeful writing practice based upon her studies which find that gratitude is the 

leading indicator of someone being a hopeful person. In the interview Dr. Oyen-Witvliet reflected, òI often think about 

gratitude as a deep well that hydrates hope.ó  

In other words, as we remember times in the past in which we have had hope fulfilled, we can find inspiration and 

encouragement to make hope in the present. Such hope always holds within it uncertainty, for there is the risk that things 

may not turn out as we might wish. This is one of the fundamentals of a spiritual life, isnõt it? As we learn to live with the 

perhaps of the possible, and discover the part we are called to play to make that hoped-for future come to pass. 

I invite you to give Dr. Oyen-Witvlietõs hopeful writing practice a try. You can find the writing prompts below. 

Let me know what you discover.  

Hopeful Writing Practice 

Find a quiet space and grab paper and something to write with. 

Write about something youôre currently hopeful for. Describe it as if itôs happening now in as much detail as possible. 

Donôt worry about spelling and grammar. 

Next, write about a past hope youôve held thatôs been fulfilled and that brings you a sense of gratitude to think about 

now. Describe what happened and the gratitude you felt for all the things and people that led up to it. Then, write about 

how you contributed to the fulfillment of that hope, how others contributed to it, how your strengths and virtues grew 

through it, and what you learned from the experience.  

If you like, take these prompts one by one.  

Donôt worry about writing well, just write as much as you can. 

 ðfrom ñHow to Feel More Hopeful,ò on The Science of Happiness Podcast 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/podcasts/item/how_to_feel_more_hopeful_tomas_morin
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History Corner 
HISTORY OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF MOREHEAD ñ ANNE BUCKNER 

FCC Church Building and Parsonage Mortgage Burning  

(adapted from the Victory Day mortgage burning ceremony program on June 13, 1943, and other historic FCC worship 

bulletins) 

The first services of the Morehead Christian Church 

were in common with other churches of the community 

and held in the courthouse from 1881 to 1887. Church 

services in the town were intermittent and irregular. Dr. 

Guerannt, a Presbyterian minister, eventually succeeded 

in persuading the people of the community to erect a 

Union Church building for the use of area congregations. 

The Union Church building stood on or near the site of 

the present Christian Church structure. Later the 

Christian Church congregation, by purchase came into 

possession of the union church building, which, with 

repairs and alterations, serviced as the house of worship and teaching until the erection of the present structure in 

1925. 

The present Christian Church building was contracted at a cost of $32,000, with the financial support of the national 

Christian missions society. It was formally dedicated on Sunday, May 17, 1925, by Dr. F. W. Barnham, president of the 

United Christian Missionary Society.  

The congregation celebrated the paying off of the church building mortgage on October 12, 1941. The announcement 

in the bulletin read: 

Today in our Church is one of deep joy: We have achieved a victory! Working together in splendid cooperation, our Church 

Building has been freed of all debt to men! Today we can proclaim in one voice, òThis is none other than the house of God.ó 

To Him and for his glory we have labored; and for the fulfillment of his Kingdom in our selves, our homes and our 

community, we have made our sacrifices. Thankful for the spiritual aspiration, strength, and guidance of the past, we now 

turn our hopes to the future, trusting that the Unseen Power of life and existence will continue to bless our lives and guide 

aright footsteps as we follow the path of our Lord and Master.ó 

Less than two years later on June 13, 1943, through the sustained efforts of a Victory Month stewardship emphasis, 

the congregation gathered on the parsonage 

lawn to celebrate the final loan payments for 

the parsonage and a newly installed furnace 

in the church building in a symbolic burning 

of the mortgage ceremony. The parsonage of 

the church was a seven-room house located 

on Second Street behind the church building. 

The 1943 event was memorialized with a 

Victory Day souvenir booklet and the sale of 

commemorative photographs from Hesterõs 

Studio, with small photos for 10 cents and 

large photographs for $1. 

 

Mortgage burning ceremony, 1943. Mabel Carr (Reynolds), 

mother of Anne Buckner and Roy Reynolds, is 6th from right 
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