In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, diversity. In all things, charity.

First
Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
A Green Chalice Ministry

First Sunday Lunch

Potato Bar

March 1—12pm

The Elders are our hosts
and providing potatoes,
toppings, and drinks. The
congregation is requested
to bring sides
and/or desserts.

The Echo

Volume 20 Issue 3 March 2020

Minister Called to FCC

The Search Committee and the Executive Board are
pleased to announce that Nancy Gowler will be our new
full-time minister. On February 23, 2020, the
congregational vote was unanimous to hire Nancy and
bring her to our pulpit. Nancy Gowler will begin her
pastoral duties here beginning June 15, 2020.

Nancy Gowler is an ordained Disciples of Christ
minister currently serving with the good folks at the First ~ Fresident Catherine Rogers
Christian Church in Puyallup, Washington. Nurtured with
a deep love of Scripture by her American Baptist roots, Nancy was theologically
educated at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, and
later found welcome in the (Christian Church) Disciples of Christ. In 1998 she was
ordained in the Oregon Region with the First Christian Church of Eugene, Oregon.

Nancy is the proud mom of one son, Ben Johnson. Ben is a senior majoring in music
continued on p3 New

“The Lengthening of Days”

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and ends 40 days

< later on Holy Saturday, the day after our Lord was

~ crucified and laid in a tomb. Lent isn’t the longest season

in the church calendar. However, it is probably the most
important.

Many churches today don’t observe this special time.

. Others have entirely lost the meaning of Lent and what it

Rev. Vicki Ray brings to the Christian year. | think that each year we
need to be reminded of the purpose of Lent and how it came to be.
continued on p3 Lengthening

Improvement Projects

Two major projects for our church building almost finished — the new roof and the new air conditioning system. The
roof project came as a result of a generous gift from the Grote family. While it may have been a little troublesome to have
the truck in various locations around the church, a little inconvenience will give us many years of comfort over our heads.

Thanks, in part, to generous donations from our members, the air conditioning project is almost complete. The summer
months will be much more comfortable now.

It is gratifying when our church family members take seriously the care of our church home.

Catherine Rogers, President
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The Five People You Meet in Heaven, by Mitch Albom (Adult Spotlight

N1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

M e Fiction). Eddie is a grizzled war veteran who feels trapped in a

O3 New Yord Times besteedier
Have a Little Faith

meaningless life of fixing rides at a seaside amusement park. His days are a dull routine
of work, loneliness, and regret. Then, on his 83rd birthday, Eddie dies in a tragic
accident, trying to save a little girl from a falling cart. He awakens in the afterlife, where
he learns that heaven is not a lush Garden of Eden, but a place where your earthly life is
: explained to you by five people. These people may have been loved ones or distant
the five people strangers. Yet each of them changed your path forever. One by one, Eddie's five people
youmeetin heavenff illuminate the unseen connections of his earthly life. As the story builds to its stunning
conclusion, Eddie desperately seeks redemption in the still-unknown last act of his life:
was it a heroic success or a devastating failure? The answer, which comes from the
most unlikely of sources, is as inspirational as a glimpse of heaven itself. In 7he Five People You Meet in
Heaven, Mitch Albom gives us an astoundingly original story that will change everything you've ever thought
about the afterlife--and the meaning of our lives here on earth. With a timeless tale, appealing to all, this is a
book that readers of fine fiction, and those who loved Tuesdays with Morrie, will treasure.

Lost Women of the Bible: The Women We Thought We Knew, by Carolyn Custis James
(Focus on Women). You know t he women of the Bible

I'tés easy f or ¢ydbng and dbldddongetwost inetween the opportunities and

demands of the present and the biblical teachings of the past. They live in a confusing

world, caught in the crossfire between church and culture. Although home and family still

remain central, more women than ever, by choice or by necessity, are blending home,

career, and ministry. They need strong biblical role models to help them meet these

: challenges. Building on solid scholarship and a determination to wrestle honestly with
_‘ ‘;\, Nl Perplexing questions, author Carolyn Custis James sheds new light on ancient stories that
’ ’\‘\fj""”s U hrings the women of the Bible into the twenty-first century. This fresh look at the women
in the Bible unearths surprising new insights and a powerful message that will leave

readers feeling challenged, encouraged, and deepl
Hagar A Tamar A Hannah A Esther A Mary A and other

e WS A/l | Really Need to Know | Learned in Kindergarten, by Robert Fulghum (Personal
Growth). More than thirty years ago, Robert Fulghum published a simple credod a credo

ALL I REALLY % that became the phenomenal #1 New York Times bestseller A/l I Really Need to Know |
:555: NEED TO KNOW & [ carned in Kindergarten. Today, after being embraced around the world and selling more
/| [LEARNED IN Mt han seven million copies, Ful ghumdés boo
2! KINDERGARTEN less relevant piece of wisdom: that the most basic aspects of life bear its most important
DOOWONTHOWGHS 18 opportunities.  Here Fulghum engages us with musings on life, death, love, pain, joy,

i ONCOWMONTHNGS 1 sorrow, and the best chicken-fried steak in the continental United States. The little seed in
o ROBERT FULGHUM (& the Styrofoam cup offers a reminder about our own mortality and the delicate nature of
life . . . a spider who catches (and loses) a full-grown woman in its web one fine morning

teaches us about surviving catastrophe . . . the love story of Jean-Francois Pilatre and his

ihot-air balloon reminds us to be brave and

laundry pile . . . magical qualities found in a box of crayons . . . hide-and-seek vs.

sardinesd and how these games relate to the nature of God. Al | Really Need to Know | Learned in

Kindergarten is brimming with the very stuff of life and the significance found in the smallest details.

by Connie Kibbey, Librarian (Source: Amazon)

Editor note: This is the last in the series of Church Library Spotlights.
Thank you to Connie for preparing the Library articles. We have certainly enjoyed the reviews.
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CHOIR AND BELLS

Lenten Anthems
March 1A Lenten Prayer Hymn: Come and Journey With Me #402;
Choirfi Come Share The Lord.

Genny Jenkins March 8i God So Loved The World #434 March15i Guest Musicians SaBrZ‘ﬁ giiﬁey

March 22 See What God Can Do #355 March 29 Dry Bones #421 Director
April 5i Hosanna! Hosanna! #405 April 12A Introit O the Lamb ; Choirfi Joy In Morning #174

Lengthening p1 The word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning the “lengthening of days.”
Already, we see and feel the sun’s rays getting longer and longer each day. Spring is nearly here. The second
Sunday of March we will move our clocks forward one hour for even more daylight.

The color of Lent is purple. It reminds us of the penitential nature of the season. Lentis a time for all God’s
people to examine their lives, to repent, and do penance. It’s a time to be sorry in the deepest part of our
hearts, to rethink how we’re living the commandment to love God and neighbor as ourselves.

This special season is a time of intentional prayer. Extra time and effort is devoted to both personal and
public prayer. | confess that, in the midst of the busyness of each day, | find it difficult to set aside this special
time. Yet, it is necessary to do so. It was necessary for Jesus.

Each Sunday in Lent, we will pray a psalm, reflect on our faith journey, and pray in the silence of this time
and place. We will mark our journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem by extinguishing the flame of a candle each
Sunday, beginning with six lit candles, until all are extinguished.

And so, our journey begins ... Rev. Vicki Ray

Time To Order Easter Flowers

If you would like to provide a potted tulip for church on Easter Sunday, §
April 12, please contact Creative Touch Florist. The deadline is Monday, March
23. Please let them know that the flowers need to be delivered to the church by %
1:00pm Thursday, April 9. The cost is $15. The flowers will be wrapped in §
white paper and ribbons to match their color. If you would like the dedication to
appear in the bulletin on Sunday, April 12, please fill out the form below
and turn it in to the church office by Wednesday, April 8. (Delivery @
location: 227 East Main Street, Morehead, KY 40351.) You may also call the ¥
church office for the dedication. The tulips may be picked up after the Easter
Service.

Dedication Info: Given by

In Honor of In Memory of

Order tulips by March 23: Creative Touch Florist Phone 606-784-1004
Church Phone 606-784-4836 Dedications Due: April 8

New pl performance (horn) at Pacific Lutheran University in Parkland, Washington. She delights in attending
Ben’s concerts, mixing it up in the kitchen, dabbling in gardening, urban sketching, and snapping Instagram
photos. She finds Jesus, Christian mysticism, open theological conversations, lattes, the Doctor Who television series,
Broadway show tunes, four-part harmony, and open bookstores irresistible. Please keep Nancy in your prayers as she
prepares to move to Kentucky. | know she will be welcomed warmly here when she arrives in June.

Catherine Rogers, President
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Understanding
Our Role

We are stewards
of Godds
Creation.

“Our Lenten Journey”
Wednesday, February 26fi Sunday, April 12
Reverend Vicki Ray

Ash Wednesday, February 26. Ecumenical
service with Faith Presbyterian and First Baptist
Church. Dinner will be at 6pm and the service
will be at 7pm at First Christian Church.

Maundy Thursday, April 9. Ecumenical service
with Faith Presbyterian and First Baptist
Church. Dinner will be a 6pm and the service will
be at 7pm at Faith Presbyterian.

Good Friday, April 10. Ecumenical service with
Faith Presbyterian and First Baptist Church.
Dinner will be at 6pm and the service will be at
Tpm at First Baptist Church.

Easter Sunday, April 12. Celebrating the
resurrection of Jesus Christ !

Book Study Guide—A
Framework for
Understanding Poverty

Spring Ferward

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020

February 13: Intro, Ch1l,
Appendix A

February 20: Ch 3 and 4
February 27: Ch 7 and 10
March 5: Ch 11 and 12

March 12: Appendices B, D, E

Turn your clocks back
one hour before retiring

on Saturday, March 7.

~Thank You~

Dear Congregation, On behalf of the volunteers,
staff and patients at
sincerely thank you for your generous gift of
$2,000. You commitment to help the uninsured
and underinsured receive health care is sincerely
appreciated. Thousands of patients have been
treated at the clinic during its fourteen years of
operation.

Most sincerely, Jim Brandenburg, Exec. Director

Outreach Program

Book
Study

We are reading independently right now, journaling
about the focus questions, a few chapters a week. We
will meet March 8 in Fellowship Hall for a discussion of
the book. We will be doing a few focus questions each
week, and we plan to wrap up the Book Study with
dinner and discussion on March 18th.

Suggestions for Reading
A Famevork for Understanding Poverty (6" ed.)
by Ruby K. Payne, Ph.D.

As you read the introduction, focus on the Myths of
Poverty. Journal your thoughts on a specific myth that
perhaps defined your prior thinking about people in
poverty. How does the opposing FACT sit with your
previous thinking?

What are the 4 things that move people out of poverty?
What are the 4 reasors one leaves poverty?

= For a Study Guide, please contact the office
at 606-784-4836. You may also contact
the Book Study leader:
Ronetta Brown at 606-776-0776 or email
ronettabrown@roadrunner.com.

What’s Going On Websites

The Message Bible Browser
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/
Message-MSG-Bible/

Green Chalice Ministry
www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-

advocacy/

Christian Churches in Kentucky (Disciples of Christ)
(our regional DOC)
www.ccinky.net

Christian Churches (DOC) in the US/Canada
https://disciples.org/
he Ig)is%ir?le% cl)f Enist Brancdeld M&dhahdise
https://disciples.org/store/ or
https:www.cafepress. com/+disciples-of-
christ+gifts

Shout From the Hills Disc
Join us for the 2020 SERF Women's Event at
Christmount on March 13-15
ncdisciples.org

‘,’
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Acolytes
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March 1A John Akers
March 8A Ellie Williams
March 15 John Akers
March 22fi Alana Sholar
March 29i Ellie Williams

Bringing In The Light

March Deacons
March 1A Leeann Akers, Jim
Gross, Jim Fred Cassity
March 8i Leeann Akers, Jim
Gross, M. Claire Williams
March 15f Leeann Akers, Jim
Gross, Jim Fred Cassity
March 22f Leeann Akers, Jim
Gross, Jim Fred Cassity
March 29f Leeann Akers, Jim
Gross, M. Claire Williams, Jim
Fred Cassity

March Elders
March 1 Susan Thomas
March 8 Carmen Swim
March 15f Larry Fannin
March 22f Larry Fannin
March 29f Sarah Chaney

Camp Wakon’Da-Ho

The office has received the
registration forms for Junior,
Mini & 101 Camps. If you
know of youth who would like
to attend, contact the office for
forms. Early bird registration
ends April 30. There is also an
opportunity for a family camp
onSept4-6 call ed Y

Other info:

WKDH Events
Christian Church in Kentucky
1125 Red Mile Road
Lexington, KY 40504

ccinky.org or ph: 859-233-1391

March

1- Don Williams
4- Jim Fred Cassity
9- Lee Chaney
15- Matt Nutter
18- Elizabeth Ash
22- Cathy Hammond
23- Jon Jenkins
23- Jaz Johnson
28- Roger Fischer

> 9 30- John Akers

February Treasurer’s Report
Income is $6,449.25.
Expenses are $6,186.66.
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Camp.
Mack Fund

in memory of
Al Evans
by
Joyce Hart

ONE LESS THING TO
REMEMBER

Did you forget your
checkbook or prefer to use
your debit card? Or you are
not able to attend but still
want to make your offer-
ing? Under the "Give" tab
on the church web site,
select "Offering / Donation
Online." There are several
options that you can select
to make your donation to
First Christian Church
online. To look at the
options, place this link in
your web browser:

http://www. fccmorehead.
org/give.html

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

Offering / Donation Online '@

Living Memorial Fund

in memory of

Thelma Brown
(Marge Thomas

by
Eva Johnston

Paul Semisch & Dennis
McKay

Bernice Renfro &
Rhonda Newmann

in memory of
Al Evans
by
Fran Helphinestine

David Perkins
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Photos by Elizabeth Ash. The Echo March 2020
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First Christian
March 2020

1 Rev. Vicki Ray 2 3 4 5 6 7 Turn clocks
10:45 Worship Service 7:00 Youth Bells 5:00 Yoga 5:00 Adult Bells 5:00 Yoga | Office back one hour
12:00 First Sunday Lunch Po- 7:00 Choir closed. before retir-
tato Bar ing.
Gateway Basket items due.
8 9 10 11 12 13
Rev. Vicki Ray 7:00 Youth Bells 5:00 Yoga 5:00 Adult Bells 5:00 Yoga | Office
10:45 Worship Service 7:00 Choir closed.
2:00 2nd Sunday Hike A (
Daylight Saving Time begins. . m g
15 Rev. Vicki Ray 16 17 Youth 18 19 First 20
10:45 Worship Service MSU Spring Breadbaking/ 5:00 Adult Bells Day of Office
Break—Mar 19 Woodcutrting at | No Choir Spring closed.
7:00 Youth Bells Pryors. 5:00 Yoga 5:00 Yoga
22 Rev. Vicki Ray 23 Deadline for order- | 24 25 26 27
10:45 Worship Service ing Esster Tulips from | 5:00 Yoga 5:00 Adult Bells 5:00 Yoga | Office
Newsletter articles due. Creative Touch Flor. 7:00 Choir closed.
6:30 Exec Mtg
7:00 Full Board
7:00 Youth Bells
29 Rev. Vicki Ray 30 1 April 2
10:45 Worship Service 7:00 Youth Bells 5:00 Adult Bells 5:00 Yoga
5th Sunday Offering for 7:00 Choir
Christian Care Communities

7
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First Christian Churc
(Disciples of Christ

Genny Jenkins, Choi
Jiyeon McGillicuddy,

SEal  The Lore Between

Makayla Reynolds, Nurser
Open, Youth

Barbara Marsh, Secreta T [h] 2= aln @I] M (2

227 East Main Stree
Morehead, KY 40351

ondayThursday 300 Winile We Are

Email: fccmky@gmail.co

Website:www.fccmorehead.or A[@@ ?{E ) E[ﬁ@ m

http://www.facebook
(_:om/fcc.r_norehead @ T
ABn et 1o ne 1o
www}.l_tﬂtilzlsi—:r/{com/ ” m m A[ﬁ] @E@ |:h] @ |:ﬁ:|
eople/139711677@N02/
Bl R Ahvays
Disciples of Christ
Lectionary
- Remembels
Tlhe Power

March1li Matthew 4:1-11

Masch 81 John 5117 O Thhe Cross

March 22f John 9:1-41
March 29 John 11:1-45

The St. Andrews Cross on
the green chalice signifies

we are a Green Chalice
Ministry church. Our @W@
certification is pending for O

0Certified Green Chalice
Ministry.
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