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Heard and Seen 
WEEK OF COMPASSION 

-An excerpt from A Message from the Executive Director 

Increasingly severe and frequent weather-related and human-caused disasters continue 

to fragment communities around the world. Catastrophic flooding and drought 

alternate across African nations. Wars persist in the Middle East, Sudan, and Ukraine. 

Communities in the United States continue to move through the phases of long-term 

recovery after widespread tornadoes, repeated hurricanes, and devastating wildfires. In 

addition to the destructive impact of disasters in these regions, political unrest and 

climate change are increasing the number of displaced persons worldwide, complicating 

the work of recovery. For 80 years, Week of Compassion has evolved to meet new 

challenges, and Disciples have continued to respond to needs around the world. 
  

In our 2025 Special Offering Resources, we are sharing the stories, images, and art of 

hope. Following Paul’s counsel to Philippi, we recount the things we have HEARD 

AND SEEN.  
 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 

learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

(Philippians 4:8-9) 
 

The shared work of Week of Compassion matters – to people in crisis, and as people 

of faith. The gifts you give make an impact around the world, ensuring that the stories, 

needs, and celebrations of vulnerable communities are heard and seen – and that our 

whole church is equipped to respond.    (continued on page 3) 

https://www.facebook.com/fccmorehead/
mailto:fccmky@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139711677@N02/albums
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Liturgists, Greeters, and Communion servers 

needed. Lead worshipers in prayers and readings, 

welcome folks as they enter the sanctuary, or offer 

communion elements during the service.  

A sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in 

the stairwell, or you can contact the church office 

to add your name. For questions or more 

information, see worship chair, Genny Jenkins or 

Pastor Nancy. 

Welcome Eli and Alura 
MSU CHOIR INTERNS 

Celebrate inclusion with FCC’s ALL MEANS ALL T-shirt. 

Contact the office or check them out in the library/

FCC Morehead would like to welcome two new choir 

interns, Eli Campbell and Alura Schaum, for the Spring 

2025 semester.  We look forward to hearing your voices 

added to our worship services. 

Eli Campbell Alura Schaum 
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FCC Morehead Continues Reconciliation Honorarium 
SYMBOLIC ROYALTIES ACKNOWLEDGE RICH MUSICAL LEGACY OF ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICANS 

In August of 2022, the FCC Board approved the Worship Committee’s proposal to annually contribute 

a Reconciliation Honorarium to the MSU Black Gospel Ensemble as a symbolic royalties payment for the 

use of African American spirituals used in our Sunday Worship services.   
 

This honorarium is intended to express our sorrow for the erasing of African American composers and 

authors of music and lyrics within the spirituals’ tradition and our desire to honor their memory and to 

support the continued use of their wonderful music.  
 

We believe this is important for an anti-racist, pro-reconciliation community. 
 

In the fall of 2024, we donated $300 to the MSU Black Gospel Ensemble to continue this tradition. 
 

Micah 6:8 

. . . what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God. (NRSV) 

 

What is honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable is readily 

found among the people we serve, and the partners with whom we 

do the work. We praise God for the resilience of people 

recovering from disaster, navigating resettlement, and surviving the 

onslaught of war and political and climate crises. With long-

standing partnerships around ecumenical tables, especially in times 

of conflict and division, recovery is a steady and deliberate process. 

Through Week of Compassion, Disciples commit to the long haul, 

and keep about the work before us, undeterred and undistracted.  
 

Over the last 80 years, your gifts have meant the 

recovery of a community, the welcome of new 

neighbors, and hopeful futures uncovered in the 

face of extraordinary challenges. We give thanks 

for the many ways you embody what you have 

HEARD AND SEEN, what you have learned and 

received in Jesus Christ: the call to care for 

vulnerable communities, throughout the year, 

throughout the world.  

      

 In gratitude,  

 Rev. Vy Nguyen  

 Executive Director,  

            Week of Compassion  

A Message from the Executive Director 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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Outreach Update 
JOYCE MARIN, OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEMBER 
The Outreach Committee would like to thank all members who contributed to the success of our Holiday Outreach 

Program.  The committee heard snapshots of the elderly recipients to which we gave baskets and gift cards and just 

know that they were very much needed and appreciated.  

Help families transitioning out of Gateway Homeless Shelter.  Sign up to donate items for welcome baskets.  Sign- Up 

Genius is up and running and links can be found in the eBlast or on page 8 of this newsletter. The first deadline for 

donations is February 15.    

Thanks go out to Connie Kibbey, Elizabeth Ash and Sasha Reinhardt who will make Valentine cards for our elderly 

recipients of the gift Christmas gift baskets.  They will include candy and $50 gift cards.    

We want to wish Bob Pryor a safe trip to Honduras at the end of this month.  He will be working with Palmetto 

International Missions to build cinder block houses.  Bob has been doing this for many years.  Prayers for Bob and all 

going with him to help the people of Honduras.  

The next Outreach Committee Meeting is April 9 at 5:30 pm. 

Creation Care 
A TRAIL REFLECTION BY FROM BOB PRYOR 
Yesterday as the sun warmed our bodies and the birds were back chirping, Lucy and I decided to check 

out the Boat Gunnel Trail and see how it had faired in all this snow and ice.  Surprisingly the trail was 

almost totally devoid of that snow and ice, interesting in that on either side of the trail, we usually 

found significant amounts of snow.  But not surprising was the mud and mush that covered the tread of 

the trail.  We also got strong confirmation that the deer definitely like the trail as deep imprints of deer 

hooves “walked” with us as we hiked.  Later on we surprised a small herd (maybe 4 or 5) of deer on 

the other side of one of the frozen ponds.  Wonderful to see those white tails flashing through the 

woods.   

Hiking along the edge of a pond, we were happy to see that the beavers had been hard at work cutting 

several of the small trees which hitherto now had blocked a clear view of the pond.  They obviously 

had gotten the memo about our church work in making the trail more open and inviting!  All three of the ponds had a 

solid coating of ice with evidence that some of our “resident” critters had been out “skating.”   

As we got to that point on the trail that overlooks the lake, we were amazed at how much of the lake was frozen 

over, totally encapsulating several boats anchored out in the middle.  A small hawk swooped across the lake and 

landed in a tree on the other side.  Water gurgled through the rocks at all the stream crossings, a testament to the 

slow melting of this January-long slog of ice and snow.  What a wonderful reminder of the cycles and persistence of 

Mother Earth.   

Thanks be to all who have had a hand in resurrecting this wonderful trail.  Hope you are looking forward to our 

continued work to make Boat Gunnel a destination for all those seeking God’s peace through a walk amongst the 

trees and critters of this little “slice of heaven.”   

      -Bob Pryor, Creation Care team member 
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WAYS TO GIVE 

Visit fccmorehead.org to 

give online (through 

PayPal) or to set up direct 

debit from your bank 

account. Offering boxes 

are available at both 

entrances to the 

sanctuary. 

GIVING NEWS 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

JANUARY 2025 
 

General gifts and income                      $    4,739.37 

Expenses                                                 $   10,159.34 

  

 MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 MACK FUND 
 In memory of 

 Joyce Hart 

 Patrick & Jeanette Serey 

 Stephen Thomas & Joe Lonstein 

 Emma Lou & Jim Gross 

 Dr. Troy Burchett 

 Elaine Jones 
 

 In memory of 

 Ronald Davis 

 Ginny & Mark Etherton 
 

 In memory of 

 Tony Honeycutt 

 Ginny & Mark Etherton 
 

 LIVING MEMORIAL FUND 
 In memory of 

 Joyce Hart 

 Fran Helphinstine & Rob Sloss 
 

 In memory of 

 Tony Honeycutt 

 Fran Helphinstine & Rob Sloss 

INEZ FAITH HUMPHREY FUND 
 In memory of 

 Joyce Hart 

 Sarah Chaney 

 David Perkins 
 

 In memory of 

 Tony Honeycutt 

 David Perkins 

 

FCC GIVING 

admission 
 

$10 

Kroger Community 

Rewards 
To designate FCC as your Kroger Rewards 

charity, follow this link.  

Sign up is easy; follow these simple steps. 

1. Sign in to your digital Kroger account. 

2. Search for First Christian Church - 

Morehead here. 

3. Select First Christian Church - 

Morehead from the list and click 

"Save." 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE 

Help families transitioning out of the Gateway Homeless Shelter! Sign up to donate items for welcome baskets. 

Donations may be made through Sign-Up Genius. 

 

Pertinent information: 

  

• Donors will sign up to bring 9 of each requested item (1 needed per month). 

• The first items will be due on February 15 and then on the 10th of each month. Collection area is in the Fellowship 

Hall (basement floor). 

• Donors may choose to bring items each month, several at one time, or all the first month. 

• Items may be ordered online to be delivered to the church address (227 East Main Street, Morehead, KY 40351.) 

  

Access Sign-Up Genius here: Gateway Housewarming Basket   

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4AAAAE2EAAFE3-54362636-gateway#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4AAAAE2EAAFE3-54362636-gateway#/

