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Palm Sunday 

The events of Holy Week begin with our worship on Palm Sunday, April 2. Join us as 

the FCC Bell Choir and we consider the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem before his 

arrest and crucifixion. 

Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday draws its name from the Latin mandatum or commandment. On 

the Thursday before Easter Christians around the world gather to reflect upon 

Jesus’s words to his disciples in John 13, “I give you a new commandment, that you 

love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 

This year we join with the First Baptist Church for a special ecumenical meal and 

worship service at 6:00PM in our fellowship hall. A simple soup meal will anchor our 

communion worship.  The FCC Choir will sing an arrangement of Come, Share the 

Lord. Attendees will have the opportunity to visit prayer stations including foot 

washing stations as part of the evening’s worship. 

Good Friday 

Our ecumenical worship practice continues at 6:30PM on Good Friday as we gather 

for a service of Tenebrae held in the sanctuary at First Baptist Church (123 E. Main 

Street). This powerful liturgy will recount the Jesus’s passion from the gospel of 

Matthew.  

Easter 

Sunday worship for Easter will be a joyous 

celebration of the power of God’s love persevering 

over the forces of violence and death. We will retell 

the resurrection story, in music and in spoken word, 

as our Alleluias return to our worship service. 

This year we will join in an ancient tradition of the 

flowering of the cross, which beautifully illustrates 

our movement from Good Friday to Easter. 

Please bring fresh flowers and greenery from your 

garden or purchase flowers and bring them to 

church on Easter morning. Together we will 

transform a bare cross into a marvelous Easter 

symbol of hope and new life! 

The Drama of Holy Week and the Easter Season 
WORSHIP SERVICES AND DEVOTIONAL MATERIALS OPEN UP A SEASON OF GRACE AND NEW LIFE 

https://www.facebook.com/fccmorehead/
mailto:fccmky@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139711677@N02/albums
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 Creation Care 
EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22 

We love our planet. The greeness, the 

spring rains, the flowering trees.        

In order to save our precious environment, 

certain steps and attitudes emerge.    

Even small steps. 

Do you recycle? It is easier than you think. 

Have a bag or box just for plastic soda    

bottles, milk jugs, laundry bottles, etc.  Save 

your cardboard. Visit our recycling center 

and join others in reducing waste.  

Follow this link for more information. 

 

Kroger Recycling Bins Are Inside Front Door 

In 2022 the Worship Committee began reflecting upon our deep appreciation of African American spirituals and a growing 

understanding that because of the legacies of slavery and racism, many of the composers of these powerful songs were 

never recognized or compensated. In August 2022 the FCC Board approved a Worship Committee proposal to establish 

an annual royalties honorarium as a step toward reconciliation.  

Inspired by the work of United Parish Brookline in Brookline, Massachusetts and Montview Church in Denver, 

Colorado, First Christian Church of Morehead hereby declares its intentions to annually contribute a 

Reconciliation Honorarium to the Black Gospel Ensemble of Morehead State University as a symbolic royalties 

payment for the use of African American spirituals in our Sunday worship services.  

This honorarium is intended to express our sorrow for the erasing of African American composers and authors of 

music and lyrics within the spirituals’ tradition and our desire to honor their memory and to support the continued 

use of their wonderful music.  
 

We see this gift as a public demonstration of the need for reconciliation within our society and community as well 

as a practical asset for the Black Gospel Ensemble. 
 

To learn more about the spirituals royalty movement see:  

www.npr.org/2022/01/08/1071542936/some-white-congregations-are-paying-to-use-hymns-written-by-enslaved-african-peo 

www.unitedparishbrookline.org/news/the-negro-spiritual-royalties-project 

 

The MSU Black Gospel Ensemble will offer special music in worship on April 16, 2023.  

FCC Morehead Reconciliation Honorarium 
SYMBOLIC ROYALTIES ACKNOWLEDGE RICH MUSICAL LEGACY OF ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICANS  

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2023/
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/08/1071542936/some-white-congregations-are-paying-to-use-hymns-written-by-enslaved-african-peo
http://www.unitedparishbrookline.org/news/the-negro-spiritual-royalties-project
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Chalice Prayer Ministry 
IS GOD NUDGING YOU? 

Is God nudging you to a more intentional prayer life? 

Where you can freely explore different ways of praying, and discover, or 

rediscover, your prayer style? 

Are you looking for a meaningful way to serve your church that allows you to be 

flexible?  To fit service into your busy schedule? 

Then, consider joining a small but dedicated group of church members in the 

Chalice Prayer Ministry! 

This is a unique ministry where people write their prayer requests on slips of 

paper, and then place them in the stone chalice at the front of the church. The 

Chalice Prayer Ministry team partners with them in prayer.  All prayer requests 

are confidential.  

At regular intervals, we have a Blessing of the Prayer Slips, to turn them over to God.   

Over the past decade plus, we’ve had Chalice Prayer Ministry team members pray in different ways:  using traditional 

prayers, spontaneous freeform, meditation, with music, while walking or gardening, waiting in traffic or in line.  All 

discovering what worked best for them, and therefore the people they had partnered with in prayer. 

If you feel God nudging you to be more intentional in your prayer life, or have questions, please ask Maggie Miles or 

Carmen Swim. 

 

Maggie Miles         

Text or email to set up a chat: 

(606) 776-4769 

HolisticHealingwithMaggieMiles (at) gmail (dot) com 

 Carmen Swim 

 Text or email to set up a chat 

 (606) 356-8425 

 celdridgeswim (at) gmail (dot) com 

General Assembly Gathers in Louisville, KY 
RESIDENT ARTISTS PLAY KEY ROLES IN ASSEMBLY, JULY 29—AUGUST 1, 2023 

Art can transform into touchstones for the sacred and transform our 

understanding of how the kingdom of God is within us and among us. As we are 

encouraged to discover the presence of divinity, the General Assembly is 

excited for ways in which we will engage in the intersection of God’s creativity 

and arts. As part of the 2023 General Assembly experience a team has 

envisioned a curated and intentional opportunity for participants to engage in 

the arts as a part of faith exploration.  

The General Assembly is excited to announce it has selected five resident 

artists: Erin King, Emily Powell, Zaemelys Ramos-Rodriguez, LaVerne Thorpe, 

and Mollie Donihe Wilkerson. The resident artists will lead participants in 

creative encounters of our theme through a variety of media as they create 

interactive installations inspired by the General Assembly theme Kindom of God 

Within Us, Among Us  

Throughout the Assembly, attendees can explore the Exhibit Hall to find a 

group of immersive and interactive art installations that explore the ways in 

which God’s kindom is within us among us. There will also be opportunities to 

explore the work of our digital resident artist online.  
For more information visit www.ga.disciples.org 

https://ga.disciples.org/
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TREASURER’S REPORT MARCH 

General gifts and income            $  6,177.84  
   

 

Expenses:                                  $           8,778.93 

ENDOWMENTS COMMITTEE 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Monday, March 6, 2023 

 

Members present:  

Joe Barrett, Ronetta Brown, Jeff Brown,  

Fran Helphinstine,  David Perkins,  

Rev. Nancy Gowler 

 

From the Living Memorial Fund: 

Christian Social Services   $2,000 

DOVES of Gateway $2,000 

Gateway Homeless Shelter $3,000 

People’s Clinic $2,000 

Human Concerns $8,200 

 

From Inez Faith Humphrey Fund: 

Operations (budget support) $12,000 

 

From the Youth Fund: 

Operations (youth-related activities) $12,000 

 

Total funds approved for disbursement $41,000 

RETURNING HOME:  

QUESTIONS FOR EASTER AND BEYOND 

As the season of Lent draws to a close,  

what questions will you take with you? 

What do you see in God more 

clearly after this journey? 

Where do your 

explorations need to 

continue? What would it look like to 

follow God wholeheartedly 

in the season of Eastertide? 
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Notes from Pastor Nancy 
REV. NANCY GOWLER 

Instructions for living a life: 

Pay attention. 

Be astonished. 

Tell about it.  

 — Mary Oliver 

 

Dear Disciples, 

Recently I discovered the podcast “The Art Engager” by Claire Brown, a 

museum educator and trainer living in the Netherlands. She encourages 

the practice of slow looking as a way of engaging individuals with museum objects. Slow looking is the intentional 

practice of observing slowly and carefully. Sounds simple, doesn’t it? Take your time and really look. 

We’ve started incorporating slow looking in our weekly vespers on Zoom. Each week as we are introduced to a work 

of art related to our gospel reading, we take time to notice what we see in that artwork. Together we name what we 

see, not trying to interpret anything, just practicing the art of looking closely. After an extending time of slow looking, 

we then move on to listen to the gospel reading and explore the connections between the artwork and scripture. 

Taking that initial step of slowly and carefully observing a work of art has led to more discoveries and deeply reflective 

moments of engagement with the art and the gospel readings. 

Slow looking isn’t limited to artwork and museum visits. You can practice intentional observation wherever you are—

in your backyard, on a walk, relaxing in your favorite chair, or even while sitting in a church pew on Sunday morning.  

On Sunday I took advantage of the warm afternoon to sit out in my backyard while my dog Stoney patrolled the 

ground, carefully sniffing for scents which my human nose cannot detect. There in that little patch of yard, signs of 

spring were all around me and a bit of slow looking revealed even more: spring onions have shown up for weeks, 

along with patches of non-native purple deadnettle. Now wild violets have joined them, a few yellow dandelions have 

shown up, too. Stoney and I were not the only visitors in the backyard that afternoon—bumble bees were out in the 

sunshine, too, busily flitting among the few early blooms, doing that essential work of pollination.  

That afternoon signs of new life were all around me, whether I noticed them or not. In a world in which violence and 

division seem to hold sway, paying attention to what is life-affirming around us is an act of faith. Here are a few places 

I’ve found hope recently:  

• in newly-formed The Inclusive Morehead Project, a group of folks committed to providing support, 

inclusion, and advocacy for families living with disabilities and neurodiversity, 

• in the actions of Lucy and Bob Pryor as they’ve continued to work through the winter months on the 

Wildlife Habitat Trail #1215 at the Boat Gunnel Group Campsite on Cave Run Lake, 

• in the passion and advocacy of young people and adults who gathered in Frankfort during this legislative 

session to draw attention to the worth and dignity of trans youth and to voice support for sensible gun 

safety legislation. 

Where have you seen signs of new life? How are you participating in life-affirming practices?  

Together, let’s take the time to look closely at our world, paying attention to signs of hope and then, in the words of 

Mary Oliver, “tell about it.” 
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History Corner 
FCC MOREHEAD VOLUNTEERS IN 1993 GREAT FLOOD CLEANUP 

History of First Christian Church of Morehead  

2023 marks the 30th Anniversary of the Great Flood of 1993, which occurred along the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers 

and their tributaries in the following states: Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, and Wisconsin, from April to October 1993. The flood was the costliest and most devastating to ever occur 

in the United States. Over 17 million acres flooded, and a majority of which was being used as farmland. The extended 

effects of the flood had a major impact on the farming industry. It also affecting shipping and transportation as the 

ability of ships and barges to navigate the waters of these major 

waterways was disrupted, resulting in an economic loss of $2 million 

per day. High water also rendered some bridges that spanned the 

Mississippi River unusable for weeks, affecting travel across the 

region. A 2018 AccuWeather article by Brian Lada offers more 

details, “The Mississippi River at St. Louis crested just shy of 50 feet 

on August 1, 1993, nearly 20 feet above the flood state threshold. 

This was one of 92 water gauges to record an all-time record crest 

during the Great Flood of 1993.” 

First Christian Church rallied to offer help in the aftermath of the 

flood damage, sending volunteers to help with the cleanup in 

Davenport, Iowa. Members and friends who traveled to the 

devastated areas were Anne Buckner, Darlene and David Perkins, 

Dr. Charles Tingle and son Adam, Marge and Dan Thomas,  

Di and Ron Walke, Dr. Hunter Black and Virginia, Wayne Caldwell, 

and Kermit Vencill. 

Flood Volunteers 1993:  

Kneeling, Virginia Black, Anne Buckner, Darlene Perkins.  

Standing: Charlie Tingle, Wayne Caldwell, Marge Thomas, Dan Thomas,  

Di Walke, Ron Walke, David Perkins. 

1993 Flood volunteers, left to right, Dan Thomas,  Dr. 

Charles Tingle, son Adam Tingle. 

Di Walke volunteered during the 1993 Flood           

cleanup. 
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