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Holy Week Worship Opportunities 
Palm Sunday 

The great drama of Holy Week begins with our worship on Palm Sunday, April 10. 

Join us as the choir sings Hosanna and we recount the story of Jesus entering 

Jerusalem before his arrest and crucifixion. 

Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday draws its name from the Latin mandatum or commandment. On 

the Thursday before Easter Christians around the world gather to reflect upon 

Jesus’s words to his disciples in John 13, “I give you a new commandment, that you 

love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 

This year we join with Faith Presbyterian and First Baptist churches for a special 

ecumenical worship observing Maundy Thursday at 6:30 pm in our sanctuary. This 

contemplative service will include an optional foot or handwashing ritual and the 

sharing of communion together.  

Good Friday 

Our ecumenical worship practice continues at 6:30 pm on Good Friday as we 

gather with Faith Presbyterian and First Baptist churches for a service of Tenebrae 

held in the sanctuary at First Baptist Church (123 E. Main St.). This powerful liturgy 

will recount the passion of Jesus from the gospel of John.  

Easter 

Our Sunday worship for Easter will be a joyous 

celebration of the power of God’s love persevering 

over the powers of violence and death. We will retell 

the resurrection story, in music and in spoken word, 

as our Alleluias return to our worship service. 

This year we will join in an ancient tradition of the 

flowering of the cross, which beautifully illustrates 

our movement from Good Friday to Easter. 

Please bring fresh flowers and greenery from your 

garden or purchase flowers and bring them to church 

on Easter morning. Together we will transform a 

bare cross into a marvelous Easter symbol of hope 

and new life! 

     

First Christian Church 

227 East Main Street  

Morehead, KY 40351 

 

www.fccmorehead.org 

(606)784-4836  

https://www.facebook.com/fccmorehead/
https://twitter.com/fccmorehead
https://www.instagram.com/fccmorehead/
mailto:fccmky@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139711677@N02/albums
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President’s column 
ANNE BUCKNER 

Greetings Church Family, 
 

Spring is here and we are blessed in so many ways. I hope you are listening to Pastor Nancy’s 

wonderful sermons and the beautiful music each Sunday. You can also participate in our church life 

in many ways. Check out this Echo for times and places to join in or call the church. 

As we go through this Season of Lent may we set aside extra time to examine the areas of 

recurring sin in our lives that prevent us from being conformed to God’s Will. As we all journey 

through these 40 days leading up to Easter, may we open the doors of our hearts a little wider and 

understand our Lord a little deeper, so that when Good Friday and Easter comes, it is not just another day at the 

church but an opportunity to receive the overflowing graces God has to offer. 

In closing, I pray for God’s blessings for each of you.  

May you feel his love and grace as you go about doing his daily work. 

Sincerely, 

Anne 

First Annual Tulsa Race Massacre Annual Lectureship 
APRIL 25 6:45 PM (IN PERSON AND ONLINE—PHILLIPS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY) 

Phillips Theological Seminary announce the inaugural lecturer for the 

Tulsa Race Massacre Annual Lectureship will be the Rev. Dr. Angela Sims, 

president of Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School. She is the author 

of the book, Lynched: The Power of Memory in a Culture of Terror.  

This lectureship commemorates the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. The 

Greenwood District of Tulsa, also known as Black Wall Street, developed 

within an America that held the belief that prosperity was a sign of God’s 

blessings.The traumatic end of Greenwood is the story of how easily the 

Image of God can be distorted and destroyed as well as the power of 

resilience and resistance.  

Each year, Phillips will invite a noted scholar to suggest the lessons the 

history offers and interpret the inherited legacies 

that must be confronted.   

April 25, 2022 (in-person and online)  

5:30 p.m. reception 

lecture at 6:45 p.m. Central  

Registration 

https://ptstulsa.edu/lectures/
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Outreach Updates 
RONETTA & JEFF BROWN 

Gateway Housewarming Baskets are being delivered to the shelter 

each month. We still have a few items available if anyone has not 

had the opportunity to sign up yet. Items are due in the Fellowship 

Hall by the 10th of each month. When Jeff delivered our March 

basket, a family was transitioning that very day, and Paul Semisch 

was very grateful for the items we donated.  He was also grateful 

for the food items donated by Dr. Elizabeth Ash’s student group, 

Eta Sigma Gamma. 

Lunches will be needed again in May for People’s Clinic volunteers. 

Dates are May 3, 17, 31. Please let us know if you would like to 

provide one or more of these lunches, which will need to serve 

approximately 12 volunteers, and will need to be delivered to the People’s Clinic around 11:30 a.m. 

The Outreach Committee will be meeting sometime in the next month. We would also like to invite others to 

become a member of the committee and help with this important work. Thanks to everyone who is already a 

member, and to everyone who helps financially! 

 

Faith and Film Festival 
SUNDAY—APRIL 10—7:00PM VIA ZOOM 

Our Faith & Film Festival for Lent concludes on Sunday, April 10 with a 

discussion of the film, PIG (R). The film tells the story of a truffle hunter 

who lives alone in the Oregonian wilderness. Nicolas Cage gives a 

powerful performance as the reclusive hermit who leaves his remote 

cabin for Portland, in search of his beloved foraging pig who has been 

kidnapped. 

To learn more about the film visit International Film Database HERE. The 

film is available on to stream on Hulu and to rent on Google Play, 

Amazon Prime, AppleTV, or Vudu.  

Watch PIG on your own during the week, and then join us for a 

discussion of the film on Sunday, April 10 at 7 pm on Zoom. Message us 

on social media or contact Pastor Nancy to receive a Zoom invitation. 

Previous films in this series include Babette’s Feast, Encanto, Micropubs: the 

new local, and The Meyerowitz Stories. 

https://www.imdb.com/video/vi1126940697?playlistId=tt11003218&ref_=tt_ov_vi
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi1126940697?playlistId=tt11003218&ref_=tt_ov_vi
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi1126940697?playlistId=tt11003218&ref_=tt_ov_vi
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Creation Care 
BY MARK ETHERTON 

The Creation Care Committee will be working on trail maintenance at 

Cave Run Lake. They invite everyone to help with the project at an area 

called Billy Branch (just off Route 801). The trail is approximately .35 

miles (just over a third of a mile) long. Our volunteers would be 

responsible for making sure the trail is clear for hikers to enjoy. 

Volunteers would be lopping branches and twigs from the trail, raking 

leaves from the path and cleaning informational signs. We would also help 

in blazing (marking) the trail. We would not, however, be tasked with 

removing a tree that had fallen over the trail; that would be the 

responsibility of the forestry service’s trained personnel. This project 

would require 3 or 4 individuals working about 4 hours together to get 

the trail ready for hikers. After the initial time, the trail would also require 

4 other days during the year for maintenance.  The video of the trail and the 

necessary jobs for its upkeep is available for viewing on FCC’s website. 

If you are interested in helping to bring this project to fruition or want 

more information, contact the church office. Please fill it out the volunteer 

form and email to Creation Care Chairperson Mark Etherton ginn1(at)

windstream.net. 

If you would like to help with trail 

maintenance, please fill out the                                                                                     

volunteer trail work form and email to 

Creation Care Chair Mark Etherton.      
 

Volunteer Trail Work Form 

                               Thank you to Lola Smith for the Earth Day reminder. 

Cave Run Wilderness Walk 

April 3 

 

Join us for a walk along                   

beautiful Cave Run Lake.                                    

Everyone is invited. 

 

DATE: Sunday, April 3 

TIME: 3:00-4:00pm 

 

Meet by the trail head in the 

Boat Gunnel Group Campground 

parking lot. 

 

Sponsored by  
First Christian Church Creation 

Care Committee. 

For more info email here. 
Vegan 

http://www.fccmorehead.org/green-chalice.html
mailto:ginn1@windstream.net?subject=Mark%20Etherton
file:///C:/Users/Secretary/Downloads/Volunteer%20Service%20Application%20-%20OF301%20(Form%20Exp%2010.2021)%20(1)%20(1)-1.pdf
mailto:ginn1@windstream.net
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Outreach updates 
RONETTA & JEFF BROWN 

  

Nominations for Vice President/Deacons (and others) 

Deadline April 10 
Each year our church calls into order a Nominating Committee, composed of one elder, two deacons, and three 

members-at-large. The function of the committee is to fill church leadership positions. This is done through a system 

of gathering names from within the membership.  (By-Laws Article II D.2 sets desired ratio of two deacons for each 

one elder.) Anyone who has been a church member for the 12 months prior to the new church year (which begins on 1 July) 

may be considered. It is the job of the Nominating Committee to count the names AND TO MAKE CONTACT 

WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOMINATED. All board members may be  re-elected. 

Please be in prayer for the Nominating Committee as they work and serve our larger church.  Please call or email 

your nominations to Nominating Committee Chair Fran Helphinstine (606-783-1588 or 

fhelphi@yahoo.com).  Nominations are due April 10, 2022. The Nominating Committee will recommend to the 

Board of Directors at the April meeting their recommendations for Elders, Deacons, and Officers of the 

Congregation. 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

Nomination for Vice President/other 

______________________________________________________________ 

Nomination for Deacon/Deacons  

 
When making your nomination for Deacons, as spelled out in By-Laws [Article II.G.3], consider the Duties of           

Deacons: “The deacons, in cooperation with the functional committees of church and the elders, shall promote 

the growth and welfare of the church, assist in greeting and ushering; distribute the Lord’s Supper; receive the 

offering; assist in carrying out the missionary, evangelistic, educational, and stewardship responsibilities of the 

church; and perform any other duties as assigned by the Board of Directors or the congregation.”  Terms for 

Deacons are three years on, followed by one year of required sabbatical. [By-Laws Article II.E.2]                                                                                           

 

ELDERS & DEACONS 

 

Deacons 

Leeann Akers 

Ashley Adkins 

Elizabeth Ash 

Stacy Baker 

Ned Breschel (S) 

Ronetta Brown (S) 

Jeff Brown (S) 

Alicia Carter 

Dewayne Carter* 

Jim Fred Cassity 

Brenda Combs 

Jim Gross 

Loretta Fannin 

Fran Helphinstine 

Genny Jenkins * 

Connie Kibbey 

Maggie Miles (S) 

Kaitlyn Paschall 

Brent Rogers (S) 

Phillip Swim (S) 

Susan Whidden 

Mary Claire Williams 

 

Elders 

   Joe Barrett 

 Yvonne Baldwin 

 Anne Buckner 

 Rex Chaney € 

 Sarah Chaney 

 Mark Etherton 

 Virginia Etherton 

 Larry Fannin 

 Tommy Griffith (E) 

 Betty Hall (E) 

 Jami Hornbuckle (S) 

 Eva Johnston (E) 

 David Perkins 

 Alana Scott* 

 Carmen Swim 

 Marge Thomas* 

 Susan Thomas 

 Jack Whidden 

   *Co-chair   

 (S) Sabbatical            

 (E) Emeritus/Emerita 

1  Joshua Pack 
 

12 John Gullett 
 

16  Grant Alden 
 

17 Phillip Swim  
 

18  Kenny Hall 
 

22 Dan Thomas 
 

23 Alex New 
 

25 Joe Barrett 
 

28 Maggie Alden 

April Birthdays 
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Regional 

News 

KY Disciples Women's Ministries  

 

2022 SPRING CONFERENCE 

 

APRIL 30, 2022 - 10AM-2PM (EST) 

 

Registration Information HERE 

 

KY Disciples of Christ summer camp season is almost 

here. Youth and adults will gather week after week in 

Casey County to celebrate faith with old friends while 

making new ones along the way. Camp Wakon Da-Ho 

has welcomed campers for about 50 years now…give 

or take a few years. We started out with campers 

staying in the old lodge, then moved up to tents and 

hogans and now we have cabins with bunk beds and an 

air-conditioned dining hall.  

Camp Wakon Da-Ho continues to be a place where 

children and youth encounter God in the midst of 

creation to form and strengthen their faith. The 

foundation they build in these formative years is what 

will carry them through to adulthood and help shape 

them to be strong leaders of the church in years to 

come. Training leaders for the church and lifting up 

pastors for future service to the church is what camp 

does best.  

Camp forms: Camp Wakon’Da-Ho 

                     Camp Kum-Ba-Ya 

Please email the registration forms or leave in the 

office by May 1, 2022.  

Register for Summer Camp  

A Word from the Christian Churches in Kentucky  

General Minister 

I continue to invite you on this journey, over the next 6 months to join with me in doing 

three things: 

1) Praying for the health, and growth of the Christian Church in Kentucky, 

2) Join with me on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays for 30 minutes of conversation where we 

can talk and listen to one another (please sign up on the website) and 

3) Expanding the table for God’s children. 

On the Journey together! 
 

Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett, II 

Regional Minister 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kentucky 

KY Disciples Women’s Ministries 

2022 Spring Conference 

When Women Connect. 

The KY Disciples Women’s Spring Conference is 

embracing the theme When Women Connect… from 

the Just Women Bible Studies of Disciples Home 

Missions.  

As usual, we will begin with worship followed by four 

different workshops! In our workshops, we will 

educate ourselves more about racism, experience the 

healing sounds of a drumming circle, enjoy a virtual 

trip to Morocco and end the day with prayer, 

meditation and bible study.  

This is exciting! 

Mark your calendar for April 30th. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/7070b352801/27cc01fb-5a94-44df-9bd2-374e204cd970.pdf
https://www.ccinky.net/ministries/camp/wakonda-ho/
https://www.ccinky.net/ministries/camp/camp-kum-ba-ya/
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Enduring Love...Enduring Impact. 

The Easter offering for the Disciples Mission Fund supports 

the general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Your gift joins with gifts from Disciples across the 

United States and Canada to share God’s enduring love in 

the world through: 

• Developing Disciples 

• Forming new faith communities 

• Spiritual care for those in prison 

• Connecting with ministry partners around the world 

• Serving God’s people in need. 

Treasurer Joe Barrett will combine all donations and send 

one check to the Disciples Mission Fund for our Easter 

offering. 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible 

purchases to FCC.  
 

Get started here to designate 

First Christian Church of 

Morehead as your Amazon Smile 

charity.  

Kroger Rewards 

 

To designate FCC as your charity, 

follow this link. If you would like help enrolling in the 

Community Rewards program, please contact our 

office. 

TREASURER’S REPORT MARCH 

 

General gifts and Income:  $8,686.32

($8.40—4th quarter AmazonSmile) 

Expenses:  $9,924.74 

 

MACK FUND DONATIONS  

in memory of Barbara Calvert Davis  

 by Anne Buckner 
 

in memory of Alice P. Reynolds 

 by Anne Buckner 
 

in memory of George Carlos Hill  

 by Anne Buckner 

Our congregation has registered with Rural King’s  Church 

Week. What to do: 

• Shop at any Rural King store or online at ruralking.com 

April 7-20, 2022. 

• Submit receipts to 

ruralking.com/churchweek  

Receipts must be dated April 

7-20, 2022 and be submitted 

to the website by May 5. 

Search for First Christian Church—40351 and you’ll find us, 

along with this drawing by Yvonne Baldwin. 

Giving News 

https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checki
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
ruralking.com
ruralking.com/churchweek
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Dear Disciples, 

Sometimes it happens that seemingly random events or 

experiences have within them a common thread which 

suddenly shimmers and calls for you to pay attention. I 

like to think of those linked moments as the whisperings 

of Spirit in our lives.  

Last week one of those Spirit whispers began for me with the emotional words 

of a U.S. senator who said in a hearing, “I’m not letting anybody...steal my joy.” 

His speech brought tears to my eyes, for he spoke of a hard won joy, a resilient 

joy which could not be stopped even when the road was difficult.  

The thread appeared again when I opened a devotional book by Sister Wendy 

Beckett, The Art of Lent, which I’ve been using as my personal meditation guide. 

In it the fourth week of Lent began with Psalm 30:5, “Weeping may linger for 

the night, but joy comes with the morning.” Here in these long hard days of 

Lent, Sister Wendy chose to focus her attention upon joy, with each day of this 

week offering a meditation on embracing joy. 

You may have seen a bit of this thread of joy, too. In our Full to the Brim 

devotional books one of the works of art is a paper laced cut-out by Hannah 

Garrity entitled Inexplicable Joy. Reflecting on the unconditional welcome of the 

father in the parable of the prodigal she writes of joy as “an act of resistance.” The father embraces the younger son 

and invites the entire household into a moment of joyful celebration. 

Joy seems an odd theme for Lent. After all our worship together is focused on the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem and 

to the cross. It is a profound time when the shadow of the cross looming throughout the season and invites us to 

dive deeply into our lives as followers of Jesus. And yet, even in the solemness of Lent we may find a thread of joy, in 

the extravagant celebration of the father in the prodigal parable and overflowing in the loving generosity of Mary who 

anoints the feet of Jesus with a jar of perfume. 

The world is filled with so much pain, it can seem that experiencing joy is inappropriate. How can I feel joy when war 

is raging in far away places? After two years of living through a pandemic, with over 6 million deaths from COVID-19, 

joy may seem wrong. Is it right to feel joy when laws are being passed which discriminate against our trans siblings? So 

much of life is hard, the news filled with the horrors of the world.  

And yet.  

In a recent conversation with Brene Brown on the podcast, “Unlocking Us,” writer Karen Walrond exclaimed, “If we 

feel guilt about the joy, then the bad guys win….We can’t let them win...and joy is how we develop resiliency.”  As 

she said this, I felt a weight lift. Yes, we will burn out if all we do is focus on the worst of humanity. But we know 

there is so much more to the world than the evil which grabs the headlines. I know I’ve heard joy—in the gift of 

music performed by students in Seussical the Musical and by the Cave Run Symphony. I’ve seen joy—by the beauty of 

daffodils and dogwood tree blossoms. I’ve tasted joy in a bite of homemade carrot cake shared by a friend.  

May we be met with joy. And may we be freed to embrace the joy life brings us. 

Notes from Pastor Nancy 
REV. NANCY GOWLER 

If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy, 

don’t hesitate. Give in to it. There are 

plenty of lives and whole towns destroyed 

or about to be. We are not wise, and not 

very often kind. And much can never be 

redeemed. Still life has some possibility left. 

Perhaps this is its way of fighting back, that 

sometimes something happened better than 

all the riches or power in the world. It 

could be anything, but very likely you notice 

it in the instant when love begins. Anyway, 

that’s often the case. Anyway, whatever it 

is, don’t be afraid of its plenty. Joy is not 

made to be a crumb. 

 

—Mary Oliver 

Don’t Hesitate 
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Reading the Acts of the Apostles 
FCC READS TOGETHER DURING EASTER SEASON 

Looking for a way to incorporate reading the Bible into your day? Join 

our seven week journey through the season of Easter as we read the 

book of Acts. The reading schedule is manageable and we’ll be 

exploring many of the stories from Acts in our Sunday worship 

services. 

When to read? That's up to you.  

Try to set aside a regular time to read. 

Maybe you're a morning person--you know who you are!  

Or perhaps you've got some free-time at lunch. 

Others may find that nighttime is the best for them.  

Couples or families may want to read the text together.  

Find a time that works so everyone in the house can participate. 

What Bible should I use? Again, that's up to you! What Bible 

translation do you normally read? Start there. 

After you read the passage in your Bible, try reading it in a 

contemporary retelling of Scripture such as The Message by Eugene 

H. Peterson or The Dust off Their Feet by Brian McLaren.  

See the search engines at eBible.com or BibleGateway.com to read 

a passage in several different translations. Or download a phone 

app like OurBible, which has free and premium options. 

How do I read?  

• Begin your reading with a simple prayer for God to speak to you 

through the text. 

• Listen for words or phrases that catch your attention. 

• If there are words or concepts you don't understand, use the notes 

in your Bible to help clarify. 

• Use your imagination. Try placing yourself in the story.  

Are you a main character (such as Peter or Paul) or a bystander 

watching the action? What emotions might you be feeling?  

How would you react to the situation? 

• Does the story speak to your current situation?  

How about to our church context? 

Look for more information and resources for reading through Acts in 

the coming weeks. 

Week 1  Acts 1-4 

(4/17-23) 

 

Week 2 Acts 5-8 

(4/24-30) 

 

Week 3 Acts 9-12 

(5/1-7) 

 

Week 4 Acts 13-16 

(5/8-14) 

 

Week 5 Acts 17-20 

(5/15-21) 

 

Week 6 Acts 21-24 

(5/22-28) 

 

Week 7 Acts 25-28 

(5/29-6/4) 

READING ACTS 
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History Corner 
ANNE BUCKNER 

The Buttons Arrived in Morehead in 1887  (excerpt from A Light to the Mountains by Donald F. Flatt p11-12) 

Many people doubted that anyone would be willing to go to Morehead due to the circumstances of the feud and present 

conditions of the schools but surprisingly Mrs. Phoebe E. Button and her son, Frank answered the call. Phoebe had left 

her native Illinois in the 1870’s to teach at the Kentucky Female Orphan Academy at Midway, a Christian Church school 

in which General William Withers served on the board of trustees. By special dispensation, Midway permitted Mrs. 

Button’s teenage son to attend the two-year college for girls—-the only exception ever made at Midway (now Midway 

University) until after the 1980’s. After graduation, the nineteen-year-old Button entered the College of the Bible in 

Lexington where he received a theological degree in 1887. Later he earned an MA Degree from Bethany College in 

West Virginia. In September 1887, the Christian Church employed Frank C. Button to establish a school in Morehead 

while serving as minister of the local church (later First Christian Church). His mother who asked to accompany him, 

was an experienced teacher and administrator, but was looked up as a frail, elderly widow. She had lost her husband and 

a little daughter and had herself suffered a major fall which made walking a chore. While many feared she would have 

little tolerance for the hard life in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky, her several tragedies strengthened her ability to 

cope successfully with whatever came her way. Since Withers was financing most of the Button’s early work at 

Morehead, he often made contact with him. Shortly before Button’s departure he wrote, “You and your mother can 

make your arrangements to go to Morehead as 

soon as you can conveniently do so –the sooner 

the better. I would like to have a conference with 

you before you start.” Withers then assured him, 

“I will advance you one hundred dollars on your 

salary to enable you to move and get located in 

Morehead.’ 

When the Buttons arrived at Morehead in the fall 

of 1887, conditions were still unstable according 

to Ida Withers Harrison, daughter of General 

Withers. She described their first day in town as 

follows: Dr. Button went to see a man whose 

name had been given to him and while they were 

talking firing began on the street, and they had to 

take refuge behind an old stone chimney,  until the fusillade was over. In 1906 Withers Hall was dedicated to this 

gentleman as a memorial, but his daughter added, “The true memorial is the changed ideals in the hearts of hundreds of 

boys and girls trained there, and the part they have played in making a new and better in Eastern Kentucky.” 

Morehead Normal School had a very modest beginning on October 3, 1887. The Buttons opened their school in two 

small poorly ventilated rooms on the first floor of a two-story rickety dwelling (their living quarters were on the upper 

floor.) This original school building faced Second Street on the back part of the lot where the Adron Doran University 

Center now stands. The normal school now had a home. 

The house on the right served as a residence and school for the Buttons. It 

stood on the back of the lot where the Adron Doran University Center is 

now located. Across Second Street was the building which once served as 

Senator Allie Young’s law office. 

https://scholarworks.moreheadstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1007&context=college_histories
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