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Fall Back!
Remember, the time
changes the
first weekend in
November. Set your
clocks back one hour.
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Celebrate Your Birthday on November 1
Our birthday dinner will be in conjunction
with First Sunday Lunch. Please join us
and sit at your birthday month table.

MERRYMENTS
In the few short days between last Thursday when I left Morehead and my drive in on Sunday
morning, the landscape and scenery of the hills along the road had substantially changed. The trees
were being painted with the glorious fall colors of autumn. The signals of nature made it clear that
change was in the air.
As we move into November, the signals of our faith are in the air. On November 1, we will be
sharing in the annual observance of All Saints Day. We will commemorate our saints and loved ones
who have passed into eternal life and joined the saints in our heritage of faith. We will also share in
a Time of Remembrance where we will be invited to light a candle for any loved ones in our past whom
we hold dear in our hearts.
More signals of our Christian tradition will soon be upon us as we prepare for the Advent Season.
This is the time in the church where we observe a period of holy reflection, waiting, and anticipation of
the Light of God, breaking into the bleakness of the darkness of life with the birth of the Christ
child. Nature's shorter daylight time and more hours of darkness add tremendously to this signal we
are about to receive. It would seem both nature and the church are in sync with one another in these
seasonal signs.
However, those of us who are shoppers, TV watchers, or radio listeners have also been getting
signals from other sources about what to do during these days. The signals from the retail markets
and the holiday commercialism of Christmas have pushed their messaging into October (fact: I saw a
Christmas tree display in August). To mention this practice is not to judge or criticize it. In some
respects, it's very generous of these businesses to give us this time and the generous sales in which to
buy our Christmas gifts for our family, friends, or for those in our communities in need.
"And so, I'm offering…” …..one more Signal for the Season, amidst all the blue light specials and
seasonal lists we are making. Inspired by the daily diary of Ben Franklin, for the duration of this
special busy, joyful, hectic, and Holy Season, may we Signal ourselves with this daily devotional
routine: Upon rising, ask the morning question: "What good shall I do today?" And at the close of the
day, ask the evening question: "What good have I done today?" Perhaps this routine will help keep us
focused on what good we do, not on what gifts we buy. Perhaps that will help signal us to remember
the true "Gift" of our faith, for which we await and anticipate with all hope, peace, and joy.

Rev. Merry Jones

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members of the FCC Family,
It’s that time of the year again! Even as we are enjoying the cooler temperatures and beautiful
fall colors, we are already thinking about Thanksgiving baskets, Advent and our Christmas
outreach program!
The Search Committee is busy with the congregational profile, and we will be asking for
congregational input on several questions, including the qualities and skills we are looking for
in our next pastor. We are asking EVERYONE to please complete a survey. We truly want the
Search and Call process for our next pastor to be an inclusive one, and we want EVERYONE
to have the opportunity to voice their thoughts and ideas.
As we head into a very busy (and often stressful) time of the year, let’s remember to stay
focused and connected: focused on God, the source of all love and goodness and connected to
each other in prayer and community. Building and sustaining a community of faith requires
everyone’s presence, gifts and talents. This is doubly true during a time of transition as we
look hopefully to the future while remaining anchored in God’s presence in the here and now.

Let’s stay connected….

Paul Semisch, President
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YOUTH GROUP
The youth had wonderful trip to Cane Ridge Meeting
House in honor of Heritage Day. We were given a
tour and history of the meeting house by Museum
Curator, James Trader. It has been two years since
we made the trip to Cane Ridge, and the youth
enjoyed learning about the history of the Disciples of
Christ and the Great Revival. It is a great place to
Cane Ridge Meeting House, Paris, KY
visit and connect to our roots. Thank you to Connie
Kibbey and Jeremy Skaggs for chaperoning
the trip. Also, thank you to Kathy and
Carrie for letting us borrow their van.
The November meeting will take place on
November 22nd immediately after the
service. The youth will be shopping for
Thanksgiving Baskets for Gateway
2014 Thanksgiving Youth Shopping Trip
Homeless Shelter. After shopping for the
baskets, the youth will sort the food and deliver the food to the shelter. Thank
you to Natalie and Mitch for volunteering to feed the youth in November.
Peace and Blessings,

Mary Claire Williams and Chris Prichard, FCC Youth Co-Directors

CHOIR NOTES
First I'd just like to say thank you to all who were involved in the visit of the MSU Black
Gospel Ensemble for our worship service on October 25. So many people went above and beyond
to assist in the planning and execution of details for the day, and it was wonderful. The service
flowed so nicely and the meal afterwards was amazing. The BGE members felt welcomed and
appreciated. And I hope that everyone enjoyed the music as much as I did. What a wonderful
addition to our worship service!
The choir is working hard on our Christmas Cantata and also on some additional plans
for the Advent season. The Cantata will be part of the worship service on December 6th and we
are so excited to be preparing that for the congregation as we begin thinking about the
upcoming holiday season.
I'd also like to ask you to mark your calendars for December 5th, which is Hometown
Holidays. Lots of fun things will be happening during that event and one that you'll want to
check out for sure will be our Handbell Choir performing at US Bank.
Thank you all for your continued support of music and musicians in our church family
and community. Happy Fall!
Genny Jenkins, Genny Jenkins, Choir Director
3

First Sunday Lunch
November 1
Please join us for First Sunday Lunch.
The church will provide sandwiches,
chips, and drinks. The congregation is
encouraged to bring salads or other
complementary dishes. Birthday cakes
will serve as the dessert.

Community Thanksgiving Service
November 22—5:00pm
at First Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). We are the host congregation for
this special ecumenical service. Pastor
Curt Loundes from First Baptist Church
will bring the message. Clergy and lay
leaders representing other area
congregations will also be participating.

COMING UP IN 2015
November Tuesdays & Thursdays—
5:30pm: Yoga.
November 1—All Saints DayService of Remembrance; First
Sunday Lunch and
Birthday Dinner.
November 8: Prayer Ministry—
Labyrinth Prayer Service
November 19: The ECHO newsletter
articles deadline.
November 22—12pm: Youth Meeting
November 22—5pm: Community
Thanksgiving Service at FCC
November 23: 6:30pm (Tentative):
Executive Board/7:00 pm: Full
Board Meeting.
November 26—Office closed. Happy
Thanksgiving.
November 29—First Sunday of Advent
Fifth Sunday Offering.

Lectionary Schedule (The Disciples of Christ
lectionary schedule is being used.)

November 1—Mark 12: 28-34
November 8—Mark 12: 38-44
November 15—Mark 13: 1-8
November 22—John 18: 33-37
November 29—Luke 21: 25-36

Treasurer’s Report
Income for September
is

$9,879.67
The average income needed to pay the church
expenses is

$10,258.25

November
Deacons
Mitch Wilson,
Carrie Frazier,
Kathy new, Brent
Rogers, Fran
Helphinstine, and
Anita McNeal

Thanksgiving and Christmas Outreach
It is time to think about families in our
community for Thanksgiving and Christmas. At
First Sunday Lunch on November 1, you will have
an opportunity to be part of providing for a loving
gift to needy families in our area. There are so
many ways to be a part of this outreach. You can
provide funds to pay for a Thanksgiving
meal for a family, purchase toys for
children for Christmas, provide food
donations for the Christmas meal for the
family and provide monetary gifts so our
church can purchase shoes, coats and an outfit for
each of the children.
Please consider contributing to both outreach
events. They come so close together but both are
individual events needing support from the
congregation.
Please mark checks for Outreach if you choose to
provide a donation that way. You may give
donations to Mike or Dayna Seelig, to Joe Barrett or
drop them in the collection plate.
Sign up for food and Christmas gifts for
children will be at a table at first Sunday
lunch.
We have seen the blessing that come from both of
these events since we have been part of outreach at
First Christian Church, both for the families and for
our church. Please consider participating in each one
in some way as you are able.
Mike and Dayna Seelig, CoChairs
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New Contact Info
Larry Fannin cell: (606)-776-4345
Loretta Fannin cell: (606)-748-3868
Faith Fannin home: (606) 784-9235
Bill Davis: Cave Run Manor, Unit 1, 1100 Kentucky
Highway 801 South, Morehead, KY 40351

In Remembrance
Dr. Jack English Bizzel
December 19, 1926
~

October 23, 2015

Donation and Remembrance
Thank you to
Margaret (Muff) Scott
for the beautiful silk flower arrangement which
will be on the chancel on November 8. The gift is
in memory of the following:

November Birthdays

The Reverend and Mrs. Gabriel Banks
Ann and Ben Penix
Robert B. Scott
Frances Penix O’Donell
Bobby Laughlin
Lt. George Hall
Frances Peratt Garrison
Mr. and Mrs. C. O. Peratt

November Elders
November 1: Sarah Chaney and Alana Scott
November 8: Paul Semisch and Susan Thomas
November 15: Betty Hall and Paul Semisch
November 22: Betty Hall and Yvonne Baldwin
November 29: Ginny Etherton and Mark Etherton

Franklin B. Moosnick Lectureship
Wednesday, November 4 at 7pm
Transylvania University
Carrick Theater
Topic: The Dead Sea Scrolls: Judaism and
Christianity
Presented by
Prof. Lawrence H. Schiffman
New York University

Prayer Ministry: Labyrinth Prayer Service
On November 8th (rain date 15th) we will gather up the paper slips of prayer requests and burn
them on the cairn in the labyrinth after the church service. This is a tangible and powerful sign
that we give our struggles, pain, and concerns to God.
Advent Calendar
Advent is almost here! The First Sunday of Advent (November 29th, the Sunday after
Thanksgiving,) begins with the lighting of the Advent Wreath. The Second Sunday of Advent
(December 6th) our choir will lead in worship with the Cantata; they have really been working
diligently on it for several weeks already. The Third Sunday of Advent (December 13) our youth,
from youngest to oldest, will provide the entire service; after that they will deliver the Christmas
outreach bundles, which is always one of the highlights of the season. The Fourth Sunday of
Advent (December 20) is Christmas Sunday. Christmas Eve (December 24) is on Thursday night. Be
sure to come and bring your family at 10 pm for our candlelight service.
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Animal Blessing and First Sunday Lunch—October 4, 2015

Betsy with owner Rex
Chaney and Rev. Jones.
Not pictured: Arni the
horse and owner Sarah
Chaney. Photos by Sarah
Chaney.

Left: Betsy and Rex Chaney; Jake and Jack Evans; Gigi and Paul
Semisch; Sybil and Alta Blair. The Rev. Merry Jones blessed all
animals during the ceremony which included a certificate and charm of
the ceremony. The charm is inscribed with the following message:
“God, Bless the animals! Amen. You fill the earth with your creatures.
Psalm 104.”

First Sunday Lunch on October 4 was enjoyed by many church members. Thank you to the
deacons for providing chicken and drinks. The congregation brought vegetables, salads, and
desserts. Photos by Sarah Chaney.
Reverends Bill
and
Linda Curwood
The elders of First
Christian Church
met with Bill and
Linda on October 18
to focus on ways of
becoming a better
elder.

If you have not signed up to
support our church, enter this
number 11559, (FCC, Morehead). A
portion of your purchases will be donated to FCC for outreach programs.
Thank you! Go to www.kroger/
communityrewards.com to refresh your membership or to sign
up.
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Mon

8:30-1:00 pm

Sun

New Office Days
Monday-Thursday

2

9

1
All Saints
Remembrance
9:45 Adult Sunday
School; 10:45 Worship
Service. First Sunday
Lunch; Birthday Dinner

8
9:45 Sunday School
10:45 Worship Service
After Worship:
Labyrinth Prayer Service

10
5:30 Yoga

3
5:30 Yoga

Tue

18
5:30 Bells
7:00 Choir

11
5:30 Bells
7:00 Choir

4
5:30 Bells
7:00 Choir

Wed

19
5:30 Yoga
The ECHO
Newsletter
deadline

12
5:30 Yoga

5
5:30 Yoga

Thu

27
Office closed

20
Office closed

13
Office closed

6
Office closed

28

21

14

7

Fri

17
5:30 Yoga

26
Office Closed

24
5:30 Yoga

5:30 NO Yoga

25
NO Choir
NO Bells

First Christian Church - November 2015 Calendar

23
6:30 Tentative:
Executive Board/
7:00 Full Board
Meeting

16

22
9:45 Sunday School
10:45 Worship Service
12:00 Youth Meeting
5:00 Community
Thanksgiving Service
30

15
9:45 Sunday School
10:45 Worship Service

29 First Sunday of
Advent
9:45 Sunday School
10:45 Worship Service

Sat

Electronic giving doesn’t take vacations. This fall, if you can’t make it to church due to travel or other commitments, we encourage you to automate your regular donations. The church relies on the consistent financial support of the congregation and electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a
recurring basis. Please visit the church website http://www.fccmorehead.org/ and locate the giving page. We thank you for your continued support!
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
Merry Jones, Interim Minister
Genny Jenkins, Choir
Mary Claire Williams and
Chris Prichard, Youth
Barbara Marsh, Secretary
Chialing Hsieh, Organist
Sarah Chaney, Bell Choir
Kaitlyn Rhoden, Nursery
Darrin Roe, Custodian
227 East Main Street
Morehead, KY 40351
606-784-4836

Email: fccmky@gmail.com
Website:
www.fccmorehead.org
twitter@fccmorehead

instagram.com/
fccmorehead
(user name:
fccmorehead)

http://
www.facebook.
com/fccmorehead

Youth Meeting at Cane Ridge Meeting House, Paris, KY on
October 25, 2015. Photos by Chris Prichard.
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