/ In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, diversity. In all things, charity. \

The cho

First
Christian

Church
(Disciples of Christ)
A Green Chalice Ministry y

July 2020
JOIN US ON I am glad
FACEBOOK to be in Morehead
FOR ' with you!
WORSHIP SERVICE o
LIVE SUNDAYS Life is what happens to you
B B while you're busy making
at 10:45AM.
«f head” other plans.
cemorehea --John Lennon
Plgase 111_{1(; our page Little did we know three
and you wi ‘e notl _1e * months ago when congregations
when the service begins. § 2 v - across the country began
LTI T a % suspending in-person worship
Contents Rev. Nancy Gowler and Stoney stop for a rest on her services 1n response to the
3 Thank you Rev. Vicki & Jiyeon road trip to Morehead. . .
4 Jochobed and Miriam Study . .. . COVID-19 pandemlc‘ tha t In
5 Creation Care & Fund July we would still be worshipping online, rather than gathering in our
Donations sanctuaries. Weeks have turned into months, and even with summer now
6 Labyrinth Green Lights & here, predicting what our worship practices will be like this fall is difficult.
. Callz :(;Zfays What started as a temporary emergency response has now become our new
8 We Honor Graduates normal. Iam glad, p2

Letter from President Roger Fischer

It was 10 years ago this summer that First Christian Church accepted into their
fold someone who had just recently moved to Morehead. That person knew very
few of you, and very few of you knew that individual. And now 10 years later he is
about to become the President of the Board for First Christian Church. It’s hard to
believe. I am humbled by the honor. I know I have some very big shoes to fill in

\regard to the one who proceeds me, Catherine Rogers. I feel like the new first mate
for the new ship’s captain.

Our church has been sailing through some rough waters of late. And we have
done so without a captain at the wheel. But sail on we did; through... Letter, p3

President Roger Fischer

Outreach Committee

Outreach is still active even though we are not gathering at church. A basket of new
items was picked up this month for a family transitioning from Gateway House to a
home. Also several medical supplies were distributed to some folks who did not have ©
insurance to cover some things they needed. Some of those medical supplies were bed side |
potty, walker, 2 canes, CPap supplies, 3 cases of dietary supplement, and a shower
chair. If you have any medical supplies you no longer need.... Outreach, p3

Marge Thomas/
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I am glad...pI

In May I closed out my pastoral ministry in Puyallup, Washington with a taped video message, a
surprise congregational parade outside my home, and an awkward Zoom meeting filled with goodbyes.
Nothing in my seminary training prepared me for such a transition!

And now, after a six-day road trip through eight states, I'm here in Morehead, Kentucky. My heart is
hopeful. However, just like my goodbyes in Washington, seminary never offered a practicum on starting a
new ministry amidst a pandemic. The usual first steps of shaking hands, sharing conversations over coffee
or a meal, visiting with folks in their homes or in my office are not advisable. These next few months will
be a challenge as you and I find new ways to get to know one another.

One of the unforeseen effects of our adaptations to living through this pandemic is that we as church
have learned we can try new things—Ilots of new things. We've adapted church meetings, bible studies,
worship services to share over Zoom calls. People have tuned into Facebook Live prayer services. Churches
who never imagined having a YouTube channel have been uploaded worship service videos for months
now. It has been such a joy to join in worship services around the world—to pray with the Taize’
Community in France, to join in prayer with friends in Alabama, Indiana, Montana, California, Colorado,
and beyond. Our General Minister and President Rev. Teri Hord
Owens led congregations around the country in worship on Easter
Sunday. And last weekend the Poor People’s Campaign had more
than 1.2 million viewers for its online demonstration. God’s Spirit
1s moving even in the middle of a pandemic!

It’s easy to want to focus on the future, intent on when things
will get back to the way they were before the word coronavirus
entered our vocabulary. That would be a mistake. God isn’t
waiting for case numbers to go down or a vaccine to be developed,
God’s Spirit is moving in our world now, always seeking the best in
every situation, even in a pandemic.

I believe this time has given the church freedom to explore new
venues, to dip our toes into social media in ways we might never
have tried before, to reflect on our purpose and calling, and to
hear voices which have not been heard. It’s also underscored the
power of traditional ways of maintaining connections with oth-
ers—cards, phone calls, and front porch visits are all important,
too. Through all of this I'm hopeful the church will remain open to

experimentation and creativity in our common life together. God is 2019 General Assembly Preacher
Abide With Me (Pastor Nancy Gowler)

always doing a new thing in our world, and too often the church
lags behind. My prayer during these past several months has been for courage to step out in faith and for
the gift of vision to see the possibilities Spirit is offering us in these unsettled days.

I am glad to be in Morehead with you! You have already done so much to make me feel at home. I'm
deeply grateful for the generous gifts filling my pantry shelves and for so many other kindnesses folks
have shown me. Thank you especially to the members of the search committee, the executive board and
others who are helping me get my bearings in this new place. Streets are starting to become more familiar
to me. I'm slowly matching names and faces. And I am thoroughly enjoying the nightly firefly dance held
in my backyard each night!

Today and every day is a holy gift. May God grant us eyes to see and a wise heart. For this is the day we

are given. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! —q:.
g -

The Echo July 2020/




CHOIR AND BELLS
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Rev. Vicki Ray

Jiyeon McGillicuddy

A special thanks to Rev. Vicki Ray for her leadership during the past six months. We have so enjoyed
her ministry to us and her love and support of the church generally and the music program specifically.

Also as special thanks this month (and always) to our amazing accompanist, Jiyeon McGillicuddy, for
providing wonderful music during our Facebook live services. Her time and attention to detail combined
with her musicality are simply priceless to us.

Genny Jenking

Letter....p1 the storms of a pandemic and the buffeting of some waves that hit us broadside. There
are a few “thank you’s” that need to be handed out.

The first of those “thank you” I have mentioned already. That goes to Catherine Rogers, who handled
one broadside wave after another and kept things on a smooth course. Another “thank you” should go to
our secretary Barbara Marsh who managed to keep things shipshape for the rest of us. Of late, to Pastor
Vicki Ray, for leading us in worship with meaningful words of faith and encouragement. To Genny
Jenkins leadership in worship and those Thursday evening Vespers. Genny also needs a big thank you for
leading our search committee in search of our new pastor. And indeed thanks to those who served on that

committee. And last, but not least, thanks to all the crew, that’s you, for sailing along with us through it
all.

But now it’s time to hoist the mainsail and set a new course for the future. We have our new captain,
our new pilot, at the wheel. We all are happy to welcome our new pastor Rev. Nancy Gowler. But I have to
remind everyone of you, the captain is only as good as the crew that is assembled. The captain cannot do it
all alone. There is just too much to do. There will be a great demand to have “all hands on deck.”

If the president is to have any focus, for me, that would be to do all I can to help coordinate all the
efforts of this church so that Pastor Nancy can lead us into those unchartered waters of the future. But I
really feel, down deep, that it will be a great future. We will probably still take some broadsides and run
into some rough seas; that’s inevitable. But, First Christian Church has the sailing crew that is faithful
and caring; and that will allow us to weather it all.

Sail on! Roger Fischer

Outreach....pI just let us FCC Survey—We Would Like Your Input

know. There are many people / In the past few weeks we have returned to offering worship via
in our community who Facebook Live using a limited number of worship leaders. This
cannot afford some of these practice will continue. As we plan for our future steps, we are looking
things. Thank you for your / for your input. Our priorities continue to be the health and safety of
continued support and not only our members but also our entire community. We are all in
generosity to our church this together. Your input will help our church leadership make informed
outreach. Marge Thomas decisions. Please look for the survey soon—we’ll be sending by email.
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~Thank You~

Dear Friends: Since our door opening in 1884,
friends like you have helped offer older adults
with an unprecedented level of care. With your
gift of $50, you join others who have made a
commitment to help continue our mission of
enhancing the journey of life for Older Adults.
Christian Care Communities

Dear Church Friends,

Thank you so much for the lovely backpack
you sent me as a graduation gift. I really
appreciate being thought of. I will carry it and

your good thoughts when I leave for New York in
the fall. Best, Maggie Alden

Hello,

My name is Jean Adams, Founder of
HELP (Health Equipment Loan Program). I
wanted to thank you all for the donation of
protein drinks and supplies. Your help with “help
the elderly with things needed to make life
easier” will benefit those who do not have
insurance. Sincerely, Jean Adams, 1296 Damron
Branch, Grayson, KY 41143.

healthequipmenthelp@gmail.com
“All our assistance is totally free.”

Special Request for Calls
Dear Friends,

Alicia Carter has requested that the congregation
call her mother, Eva Johnston. While it may not
be safe to visit, she enjoys hearing from her
church family. It would mean so much just to
hear a familiar voice. The call doesn’t have to be
long or involved, just “Hi and How are You!”
Ph: (606)-784-7818

“Many thanks for the kindnesses in the past.”

New Phone Number for Jim Fred
Jim Fred Cassity (606)-207-9414

He welcomes calls from his church family
while at Northfork Senior Living.

Gateway Basket Items are due the week of July
5. If the office is closed, contact Marge Thomas.

Women of the Bible Study via Zoom

Jochobed places her son Moses in a basket while
sister Miriam looks on.

When: Tuesdays Time: 7pm—7:30pm
Everyone is invited to attend. On Monday June 29,
2020 (note different day for this week only), the
study will be about Jochobed, mother of Moses, and
his sister Miriam. Email Sarah Chaney at
sarah.chaney78@ yahoo.com.

Labyrinth and Memorial Brick Garden.
Come rest a while.

What’s Going On Websites

‘, The Message Bible Browser

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-
Bible/

Green Chalice Ministry
www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/

Christian Churches in Kentucky (Disciples of Christ) (our re-
gional DOC)
www.ccinky.net

Christian Churches (DOC) in the US/Canada
https://disciples.org/

Disciples of Christ Branded Merchandise
https://disciples.org/store/ or
https:www.cafepress. com/+disciples-of-christ+gifts

\
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Mack Fund

in memory of
Sharline Whidden
by
Peggy Bizzel

Living Memorial Fund

in memory of

William R. (Rick) Bradley
(Dana Quisenberry’s father and
Maggie Quisenberry’s grandfather)

by
David Perkins

in memory of

Janice White
(Brent Rogers’ aunt)

by
Fran Helphinstine

June Treasurer’s Report

Income for the first three weeks
in June i1s $7,101.80.

Expenses for June are 8,990.25.

AmazonSmile Donation

First Christian Church received a
donation of $5.25 from the Amazon-
Smile Foundation for activity
between January 1 and March 31,
2020.

"Dear Friends, let us love one another,
\for love comes from God." John 4:7a

A message from the
Creation Care Team

As we get into the swing of summer there are lots of ways we
can continue to care for this beautiful Earth of ours.

Understanding our Role

We are stewards of
God’s Creation.

The Morehead Recycling Center is back in full
swing. Drop off/Drive thru is now open 24/7. They
are asking customers who use their pick up service
to please sort. If you have any questions about what
is recyclable or need assistance, they can be reached
at 784-1250 or moreheadrecycling.org.

Susan
Thomas

Looking to reduce the travel time of your food?
Rowan County Farmer's Market is now open at 150
E. First Street on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 11 a.m. until
sell out.

We've had some lovely weather. Consider ditching the car and
walking when you can. Got extra peas in the garden? Donate gar-
den produce to one of our local shelters. We are all a little out of
the habit of shopping these days. Throw your reusable bags into
your car or purse and get back into the habit of taking those in
with you.

Susan Thomas
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http://moreheadrecycling.org/

Lighting our Labyrinth up green for compassion and caring. #teamkentucky #togetherky
Continue to follow our page for virtual worship opportunities: www.facebook.com/fccmorehead.

PIC.COLLAGE

3— Rex Chaney 23—Yvonne Baldwin
/—Eva Johnston 25—Emma Lou Gross
18—Alana Scott 28—Abby Hammond

23—Tracey Williams 31—Paul Semisch
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamkentucky?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4oI6CQPGPPc88vgOW_jNJaitlVDOoq_5p7tpr-sbMabmGF8iRM4IOufifUHp6C2lJ2cneSpseBFWzHJVYTFd4gOK6ANZo-uCdm4A-ntcz5s4Q07jAoVazGqk_mtczCPg8KGtaNpUGspDAXnBE3vnkqtpcH0sokW7nKVdTdObPwg&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/togetherky?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4oI6CQPGPPc88vgOW_jNJaitlVDOoq_5p7tpr-sbMabmGF8iRM4IOufifUHp6C2lJ2cneSpseBFWzHJVYTFd4gOK6ANZo-uCdm4A-ntcz5s4Q07jAoVazGqk_mtczCPg8KGtaNpUGspDAXnBE3vnkqtpcH0sokW7nKVdTdObPwg&__tn__=*NK*F
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Office Hours:
Monday -Thursday
8:30 -1pm
June 28 29 30 Women of the 2 Vespers 4 Independence
= Rev. Vicki Ray Bible via Zoom 7pm Service via
10:45 am Worship “Miriam/Jochobed” Zoom Tpm.
Service Facebook Live Email Email gjenkins
sarah.chaney78@ 1168@gmail.com
facebook.com/fccmorehead yahoo.com to join.
5 Rev. Nancy Gowler 6 7 Women of the 8 9 Vespers
-“ 10:45 Worship Service Bible via Zoom Service via
7Tpm. Email Zoom 7pm.
Welcome Rev. Nancy! sarah.chaney78@ Email gjenkins
facebook.com/ fccmorehead yahoo.com to join. 1168@gmail.com
12  Rev. Nancy Gowler 13 Zoom 14 Women of the | 15 16 Vespers
-“ 10:45 Worship Service Meeting Bible via Zoom 7pm Service via Zoom
7pm Exec Bd and | Email sarah.chaney Tpm. gjenkins
facebook.com/fccmoehead | Committee Chairs | 78@yahoo.com. 1168@yahoo.com
19 Rev. Nancy Gowler 20 21 Women of the | 22 23 Vespers
-“ 10:45 Worship Service Bible via Zoom Service via
7Tpm. Email Zoom 7pm.
sarah.chaney78@ Email gjenkins
facebook.com/fccmorehead yahoo.com. 1168@yahoo.com
26 Rev. Nancy Gowler 27  Zoom 28 Women of the | 29 30 Vespers
-“ 10:45 Worship Service Meetings Bible via Zoom Service via
6:25pm Exec Bd Tpm. Email sarah. Zoom 7pm.
‘NOO@E HﬂCHH wONH.Q. OWNS®%\N@®%NTOO. Email m.u.wHLstw
facebook.com/fccmorehead | A link will be sent. | €O™- 1168@yahoo.com
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First Christian Churc
(Disciples of Christ

Rev. Nancy Gowler, Ministgr

Genny Jenkins, Choi
Jiyeon McGillicuddy
Keyboardist

Sarah Chaney, Bells
Makayla Reynolds, Nursery
Open, Youth

Barbara Marsh, Secretafy

227 East Main Stree
Morehead, KY 40351
6067844836
MondayThursday 8:3pm
Email: fccmky@gmail.com

—

Website:www.fccmorehead.org
n http://www.facebook!.
com/fccmorehead

Join us for live Sunday Worship
Service @ 10:45amm

flickr

https:/
www.flickr.com/

Bible Readings
for the Month
Disciples of Christ
Lectionary

July 5—Matt 11:16-19, 24-30
July 12—Matt 13:1-9, 18-23
July 19—Matt 13:24-30,
36-40
July 26 —Matt13:31-33, 44-52

The St. Andrews Cross on
the green chalice signifies ==
we are a Green Chalice ’ : o
Ministry church. Our -

certification is pending for
“Certified Green Chalice

\ Ministry.”

)

WE HONOR GRADUATES

Bugs Reinhardt
FCC Choir Intern
May 2020 Graduate from Morehead State University
with a Bachelors of Music Education.
% Email: markreinhardt14@gmail.com
o |° Address: PO Box 97, Minford, OH, 45653
/| Future plans: Currently seeking employment in his
field of study.

3 May 2020 graduate from the Morehead State
University Craft Academy for Excellence in Science
and Mathematics, and Rowan County High School.

Future plans Attend State Unlversnsy of New York
College of Environmental Science & Forestry in fall
of 2020.

Bethany Jacinth "Jaz" Johnson

December 2019 graduate with a Master of Arts in
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
From Campbellsville University.

Email address: akahuixin2@gmail.com

Address: 120 Elizabeth Avenue, Morehead KY 40351

Future plans: Earn a PhD in Applied Linguist Studies
and become an ESL professor.

= =

T Wiley I. Tanner

Y Son of Leeann Akers

~ Degree/Certificate: May 2020 graduate of Rowan County
High School.

| Email: wileyindigo@gmail.com

| Address: 836 Green St, Morehead KY 40351

~ Future plans: Attend Morehead State University in fall
2020 as a Criminology Major.

Charlie Pepper
Son of Lee Ann and Daryl Pepper,
grandson of Di and Ron Walke

Home Schooled K-12

Email: charles.pepper907@gmail.com
Address: 579 Calico Springs Road,

- Elizabethtown, KY 42701

4 Future plans: United States Coast Guard

May 2020 graduate from Morehead State University with
a Bachelors in Convergent Media and double minor
in Theatre and Film Studies.

" Email: chasjenkins1@gmail.com

* Address: 50 Dale Lane, Morehead, KY 40351

Future plans: Currently seeking employment

in his field of study.
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