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August 2017 

You Are Invited  
 

First Sunday 
Lunch  

August 6  

12-2pm 

Garden Party                   
 

The congregation is  

requested to bring  

salads or garden  

favorites and/or  

desserts.   

Join the fellowship 

and bring a friend!                              

The Echo 

 

BREAD FOR ALL  

The theme for our fiscal year  

July 2017 -June 2018 is  

BREAD FOR ALL.  

Watch for how this theme  

  reveals itself in our church.  

 First Christian Church Book Study                                            

The Book of Joy  

Monday, August 21  at  6:30- 8:30pm 

 

The selected book, The Book of Joy: Last-

ing Happiness in a Changing World  by 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu with Douglas Abrams, will be 

discussed one evening per week for six 

weeks. No need to sign up to enroll in the 

book study; just come to the first meeting 

having read in the book, òDay 1: The Nature 

of True Joy.ó  For additional information, contact Susan Thomas or 

Virginia Landreth -Etherton.  Join us and bring a friend!  

 

Disciples Women 

Fellowship      

Potluck p. 4  

  

Undie Sundays  

in August  p. 4  

 

New Committee 

Members            

p. 4 

 
Worship Service on Facebook 11:00ish AM ñDVDs Available    Facebook. Link: http://www.facebook.com/fccmorehead.   
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 August is coming!  And with it come hotter temperatures, schools start 

back up, people returning from summer vacation adventures, and the rhythm of 

the town get a little more exciting.  Teachers prep their rooms for their students, 

parents prep their kids for school, and First Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) preps for their new Fiscal year.   The Congregational Planning committee 

brought with it ideas and energies, and for all of those who participated, many 

thanks.  
 

 We are part of a church, striving to be ONE (which 

was the theme of the General Assembly) ð òa movement for 

wholeness in a fragmented world.ó  And our church 

represents that struggle, perhaps, to a stronger degree than 

some areas.  Being a òliberaló church in a òconservativeó 

state has its challenges.  How do we make sure everyone 

feels welcome, when there are precious souls involved?  

How do we make sure that we grow together as ONE body, 

when we are so diverse? 

 

 Luckily, this has been our spoken truth and goal since the inception of this 

Denomination.  We have a truly worthy history of mission, education, empowering the laity, and 

focus on the word.  We empower and embody the Word of God when we strive to know those 

around us more fully. ALL of those around us, not just those we are comfortable with.  This is 

what makes us one ~ talking about our faith, learning about each other, hearing and sharing 

our lives with each other so that we may know Christ more fully.  And with the power of Christ 

we can serve as he taught us, better.  

From our new (and historic) General Minister and President, Rev. Teresa (Terri) Hord Owens: 

òJesusõ prayer for unity is not to establish òkum-ba-yahó moments, òfeel goodó experiences that 

evaporate after we release our neighborõs hand. Jesusõ intent and vision is that we are one òso 

that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 

me.ó  (John 17:23b, NRSV). Our striving for unity is perhaps the most powerful way in which we 

bear witness that the love of God is real and present in the world. If we can hold one another in 

community, even in the presence of tensions that result from human differences of various 

dimensions of identity, socio -economic status, geography, theology and politics, it should be our 

goal that the world will see in us what is possible through Christian love and unity. We can be 

an example to the world to say that we believe the gospel of Jesus Christ and his church are so 

important that we can work together despite those differences to ensure that Godõs message of 

love is shared and lived out in the world, as we work for justice for all. This is, I believe, what 

Jesus prayed for, and it is what I believe we are called to live out as disciples/Disciples of 

Christ.ó 

 This is our calling, to open our lives up to accepting more and more people and to let 

everyone know we are people of God living through Grace.  We are ONE with each other and 

with Christ when we live with each other, not as we would live, but as Christ would love.  

 

                                   In Joy, Rev. Lisa  

Rev. Lisa Kay          

C. Smith  


