
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

We are glad to have you worship with us today.  
 

Childcare: All children are welcome in our service.  Children’s 

bulletins are available at the sanctuary entrances and the worship 

activity center in back. Our nursery (2nd floor) is open at 10:30am 

for ages 0-4 years. After the anthem, children ages 3-6 may follow 

our Treehouse Tots teacher for Bible stories and activities in the  

2nd floor classroom. 

Communion: All who seek to follow Jesus are invited to come 

forward to receive communion by intinction. Please accept a 

piece of bread and dip it into the cup before the communing of 

the elements. Prepackaged communion is available at each 

entrance for those who prefer to stay at their seats.  
 

Offering: To contribute financially to the ministries of     

our congregation, place gifts in the offering boxes at 

any sanctuary entrance. To visit our website for online 

giving options, scan QR code. 

How to become a member: We are part of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), welcoming all who seek to 

follow in the ways of Jesus. To learn more about us and how to join 

with this congregation, speak to Pastor Nancy. Look for upcoming 

Guest Gatherings to learn more about who we are and how to be 

a part of FCC Morehead. 

FCC Giving 

Minister ............................................................................. Rev. Nancy Gowler 

Music Director .......................................................................... Genny Jenkins 

Keyboardist .................................................................... Jiyeon McGillicuddy 

Interns ............Eli Campbell, Alura Schaum, Logan Smalley, Katie Webb                                      

Liturgist........................................................................................... Silas Thomas 

Elder .................................................................................................. Joe Barrett  

Greeter ............................................................................... Connie Ackerman 

Communion Servers ......................... Jim Fred Cassity, Connie Ackerman 

Audio/Visual Team ........................................ Emma Brown, Braeden Trent 

We are Disciples….. 

We prepare God's table for all,  

as it was prepared for us. 

We embrace the old, 

the heartsick, the outcast, 

the different. 

We believe Love wins…. 

 phone: 606.784.4836 

 email: fccmky@gmail.com 

www.fccmorehead.org 

227 East Main Street 

Morehead, KY, 40351 
 

F IRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF MOREHEAD 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

January 11 10:45 AM Worship service 

January 12 4:30 PM Facilities Working Group mtg. 

January 13 4:30 PM Finance Working Group mtg. 

 7:00 PM     Women of the Bible (Zoom) 

January 14 6:00 PM Bell choir 

 7:00 PM Choir rehearsal 

January 18 10:45 AM Worship service 

 7:00 PM Midwinter Movie Conversation 

OUR PRAYERS 

World Council of Churches ecumenical prayer calendar:   

     Iran, Iraq, Syria 
 

For those who desire our prayers:  

Roy Reynolds, Anne Buckner, AJ Gossen, Tina Rose Johnson, 

Darla Bailey, Wayne & Hedy Caldwell, Noel Earl, Cathy Thomas, 

John Gullett, Jim Gross, Maggie Miles, Ned Breschel,  

Yvonne Baldwin, Jim Fred Cassity, Betty Hall 
 

Prayer concerns and joys may be shared with the office. 

Concerns will be posted for two weeks unless  

otherwise requested. 

For those celebrating birthdays: Miles Paschall (11) 

 

JANUARY 11 , 2026 

 

Acknowledgement of Land 

For thousands of years, First Peoples have walked on this land; their relationship 

with the land is at the center of their lives and spirituality.  

We are gathered on the Lower Triplett Creek watershed, part of the traditional 

territory of the Shawnee, Cherokee, and Osage people, past, present, and emerging, 

and we acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

F IRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

OF MOREHEAD 

WE ARE DISCIPLES 



 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

*indicates the congregation stands in body and/or spirit 

CROSSING THE THRESHOLD                                            
Welcome Rev. Nancy Gowler 

Bell of Mindfulness     Silas Thomas 

Prelude Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow Jiyeon McGillicuddy 

Call to Worship  Silas Thomas  

 Sweeping across the face of the deep waters,  

the voice of the Lord calls. 

The skies are filled with the joyful harmonies of 

Creation. 

Stirring in our baptismal waters, the voice of the Lord calls, 

beckoning us to live in the Spirit. 

We dance with delight, for we are God’s beloved! 

On this new day the voice of the Lord calls  

with words of blessing and peace. 

We praise the One who knows us by name. 

Prayer of Awareness     Silas Thomas 

*Gathering Hymn What Is This Place 289 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance  Rev. Nancy Gowler 

 In the presence of your glory, O Holy One, words fail us. 

 We fall silent. 

 (silence for reflection) 

 In the quiet we cannot escape our shortcomings. 

 We are face to face with our failures, our sins. 

 In the space between words, 

 the tragedy of our fragmented nature confronts us. 

 We cannot escape the brokenness  

 in our world and in ourselves. 

 Forgive us, God of limitless grace. 

 Cover us with your mercy. 

 Restore us with your healing Spirit. 

 May the blessing of our baptismal waters renew us. Amen. 

 Drenched in the waters of life, we are a new creation. 

 God names us, Christ befriends us, 

 and the Spirit restores us to new life. 

 Thanks be to God, amen. 

 

SACRED STORIES 

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 42:1-9 Silas Thomas  

Listen now for Word and Wisdom  

as it comes to us in the reading of holy scripture. 

Our hearts and minds are open. 

Scripture Reading Matthew 3:13-17 Rev. Nancy Gowler 

 Heavenly words for earthly people. 

 thanks be to God.  

Sermon Redefining Power Rev. Nancy Gowler 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S STORY                      

*Song of Response Creating God, Your Fingers Trace 335 

Prayers of the People  Silas Thomas 

God of peace and joy, 

listen to your children praying. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace  Rev. Nancy Gowler 

Peace be with you… 

And also with you. 

Invitation to Communion  Joe Barrett 

 All are welcome at Christ’s table.                                                          

Everyone is welcome at Christ’s table. 

Our Sacred Story at the Table                                                                      Rev. Nancy Gowler                              

Communion Prayer  Joe Barrett 

The Sharing   Rev. Nancy Gowler 

Meditation Wise One Led by a Star Jiyeon McGillicuddy 

GOING OUT AS GOD’S PEOPLE                                     
*Closing Words of Hope Rev. Nancy Gowler  

*Sung Response      This Little Light of Mine  

*Postlude We Three Kings of Orient Are                  Jiyeon McGillicuddy 

 

 

Resources: Music: This Little Light of Mine, traditional African-American spiritual, 

OneLicense #A-739989. 

The word Epiphany comes from the Greek that means “manifestation” or 
“showing forth,” and the season traces a path from the Magi following a star to 
the bright light of Jesus’ transfiguration. In these weeks, we celebrate Christ as 
the light of the world, revealed for all people. We give thanks for a God who 
shows up in unexpected places and surprising people, and—like the wise ones—
we rejoice that God continues to move within our own lives. 


